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'Fix basics first’: AASU ﬂﬁgs
flawed NEP rollout in State

R DUTTA CHOUDHURY

GUWAHATTI, April 30: Al-
though the new National Ed-
ucation Policy (NEP) has
been implemented in Assam,
many colleges are facing prob-
lems due to a lack of infra-
structure and inadequate
teachers. According to the

policy, colleges and universi-
ties have introduced new
courses. However, there is
an acute shortage of teaching
staff and infrastructure to run
the courses properly.

The Assam Tribune con-
tacted All Assam Students
Union (AASU) president

Utpal Sarma to discuss the

is.sue, and he expressed the
view that the government
ghould have improved the
u.lf_rastructure of the educa-
tional institutions before im-
plementing the NEP. He said
that the government should
have carried out a study about

the availability of teaching

and non-teaching staff, labo-
ratory facilities, classroomi fa-
cilities, etc., before imple-
menting the NEP.

“We have not opposed the
NEP but it was the duty of
the government to ensure
that the educational institu-

tions were ready to imple-

ment the poﬁég & Sarma add-

ed.

The AASU president said
that because of the failure of
the government to fill the va-
cant posts in colleges and uni-
versities, most éducational
institutions are now function-
ing with contractual teachers.
But recently, the government
issued a notification barring
the engagement of contractual

teachers. This will seriously
affect the functioning of the ed-
ucational institutions, andthe
students will be seriously af-

» SEE PAGE 2
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