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ABSTRACT
This study explores the integration of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

within the context of Bodo-medium education, emphasizing its cultural, linguistic, and
pedagogical significance. It highlights the Bodo community’s rich indigenous knowledge
systems, including their traditions, agriculture, spirituality, weaving, music, cuisine, and
ecological ethics. The policy’s focus on mother tongue instruction, multilingualism, and
inclusivity aligns with Bodo values of harmony and sustainability. It investigates the
challenges such as limited teacher training, translation quality, and digital infrastructure
persist, yet initiatives promoting bilingual pedagogy and culturally responsive learning offer
promising outcomes. In holistic way, NEP 2020 fosters equity, cultural preservation, and
academic empowerment among Bodo-speaking students, contributing to a holistic and
sustainable educational framework.

Keywords - Bodo-medium education, NEP 2020, Indigenous Knowledge, Multilingualism,
Cultural Preservation, Sustainable Learning.

Introduction —

The Bodo Indigenous Knowledge System (IKS) represents a rich repository of
cultural wisdom, ecological understanding, and community-based learning that has been
transmitted through generations. Rooted in the Bodo people's close relationship with nature, it
encompasses traditional practices in agriculture, medicine, weaving, governance, and
spiritual life. In the light of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, this knowledge
system gains renewed relevance as the policy emphasizes mother tongue-based education,
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cultural preservation, and the integration of local traditions into formal curricula. By aligning
Bodo IKS with NEP 2020’s vision, education in the Bodoland Territorial Region can become
more inclusive, contextually grounded, and culturally responsive. This synergy not only
strengthens linguistic and cultural identity but also promotes sustainable development
through community-centered education.

Concept of Bodos - The Bodos are among the earliest and largest indigenous ethno-
linguistic communities of Northeast India, primarily residing in the plains of Assam
particularly within the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) (Baruah, 2015; Narzary, 2019).
Linguistically, they belong to the Tibeto-Burman branch of the Sino-Tibetan language family
and are believed to have migrated several centuries ago from regions north of the Himalayas,
possibly from the Tibet-China area (Endle, 1911; Brahma, 2014). Over time, the Bodos
settled in the fertile valleys of the Brahmaputra River, where they adapted to the environment
and developed a distinct agrarian lifestyle (Sarma, 2018). Historically, they are regarded as
the earliest known settlers of the Brahmaputra plains and are often considered the original
inhabitants of Assam (Basumatary, 2020). Their society evolved through close interaction
with nature, fostering rich traditions in agriculture, weaving, and folk art (Narzary, 2017).
Despite centuries of external influence and cultural assimilation, the Bodos have successfully
preserved their unique language, customs, and identity, which continue to shape the socio-
cultural fabric of Assam today (Baruah, 2021; Brahma, 2016).

Concept of Indigenous Knowledge System (IKS) - The Indigenous Knowledge
System refers to the collective wisdom, values, and practices developed by local communities
through their interaction with nature and society. Among the Bodos, IKS includes agriculture,
medicine, weaving, and spirituality, forming a holistic worldview that promotes sustainability
and harmony. It functions as an informal education system transmitted through oral
traditions, rituals, and communal participation. This indigenous knowledge forms the
foundation for community identity and ecological balance.

NEP and Bodo Medium - NEP 2020 is a transformative policy framework aimed at
reforming India’s education system by promoting inclusivity, multilingualism, and cultural
integration. It emphasizes mother tongue instruction, experiential learning, and the
integration of local traditions into formal education. The policy seeks to bridge modern
education with indigenous knowledge systems for holistic learning. For Bodo-medium
education, NEP 2020 offers a framework to preserve linguistic and cultural heritage while
ensuring educational equity.

Bodo-medium Education - Bodo-medium education refers to the formal schooling
system where the Bodo language is used as the medium of instruction, particularly in the
Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) of Assam. It plays a vital role in sustaining linguistic
diversity and cultural identity among Bodo students. However, challenges such as limited
teacher training, translation issues, and lack of technological resources hinder its effective
implementation. The integration of NEP 2020 with Bodo-medium education aims to
strengthen bilingual pedagogy and cultural relevance in learning.

Cultural Preservation and Sustainable Learning - Cultural preservation in
education involves integrating traditional practices, art, and values into learning processes to
maintain community heritage. In the Bodo context, it includes promoting local crafts, music,
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and ecological ethics as part of the curriculum. Sustainable learning encourages the
coexistence of traditional and modern knowledge systems to support community resilience
and environmental awareness. NEP 2020 provides an opportunity to institutionalize these
values within the education framework.

Statement of the Problem - Despite the Bodo community’s rich cultural and
ecological heritage, formal education systems have historically marginalized Indigenous
Knowledge Systems (IKS). The implementation of NEP 2020 offers an opportunity to bridge
this gap by integrating traditional knowledge with modern pedagogy. However, challenges
persist in translating policy into practice due to inadequate teacher training, scarcity of
culturally relevant materials, and limited technological infrastructure in Bodo-medium
schools. The disconnection between indigenous practices and formal curricula often results in
the underrepresentation of local culture in education. This study, therefore, seeks to
investigate how effectively NEP 2020 can incorporate Bodo IKS into educational structures
to promote inclusivity, sustainability, and equity in the Bodoland Territorial Region.

Rationale of the Study - There is an urgent need to explore how Indigenous
Knowledge Systems (IKS) can enrich modern education and align with the objectives of NEP
2020. For the Bodo community, integrating traditional wisdom into formal schooling is
crucial for preserving linguistic and cultural identity while promoting meaningful learning.
Research in this area is essential to assess policy implementation gaps and to develop
strategies for effective curriculum adaptation. It can also contribute to creating resource
materials that reflect Bodo worldviews and knowledge traditions. Moreover, understanding
the educational potential of indigenous practices will support culturally responsive teaching
methods. This research thus addresses both academic and socio-cultural needs for
sustainable, inclusive education in the Bodoland Territorial Region.

Objectives -

The objectives of this study are as follows:

e To explore the significance of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS) in education as a
means to preserve traditional wisdom, ecological values, and sustainable living
practices among indigenous communities such as the Bodos.

e To analyze the alignment between NEP 2020 and IKS, focusing on how the policy
promotes mother tongue-based learning, cultural integration, and inclusive pedagogy
in Bodo-medium schools.

e To explore and interpret traditional Bodo knowledge including agriculture, medicine,
weaving, music, art, and spirituality as valuable educational resources for culturally
rooted and holistic learning.

e To examine the role of Bathouism and ecological ethics in shaping the moral,
spiritual, and environmental consciousness of learners, thereby linking education with
sustainability and community values.

e To assess the contribution of oral traditions and folk pedagogy in transmitting Bodo
indigenous knowledge and to identify strategies for integrating these practices within
modern educational frameworks.
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To investigate the challenges and opportunities associated with implementing NEP
2020 in Bodo-medium schools, particularly in relation to teacher preparation,
translation accuracy, and technology integration.

To evaluate the impact of NEP 2020’s multilingual approach on linguistic diversity,
cultural preservation, and identity formation among Bodo-speaking students in the
Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR).

To recommend policy and pedagogical measures for effectively embedding
Indigenous Knowledge Systems in school curricula, thereby promoting inclusive,
equitable, and sustainable education.

Research Methodology -

Methods - The study employs a qualitative and descriptive research design to explore
the intricate relationship between indigenous knowledge systems and educational
policy frameworks. It relies primarily on documentary analysis, which involves an in-
depth review of key policy documents such as the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, NCERT and SCERT reports, and government publications related to language
education, along with secondary sources like academic papers and books on Bodo
culture and Bathouism. An ethnographic review supplements this by interpreting
cultural practices, traditional knowledge, and community values as reflected in
existing ethnographic literature and oral traditions. The research also adopts a case
study approach focusing on Bodo-medium schools within the Bodoland Territorial
Region (BTR), emphasizing teacher preparation, bilingual pedagogy, and
technological integration. Additionally, comparative policy analysis is used to
evaluate the alignment between NEP 2020’s objectives and on-ground realities,
assessing the effectiveness of multilingual education models for indigenous learners.
This mixed methodological approach ensures both depth and contextual accuracy in
understanding how policy interacts with local cultural knowledge.

Sources of Data - The study primarily utilizes secondary data obtained from official
policy documents such as the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the Draft
National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2023, and the SCERT Assam frameworks. It
also draws on scholarly works focusing on Bodo culture, Bathouism, traditional
medicine, and agricultural practices that highlight the community’s indigenous
knowledge systems. Reports and publications from the Bodo Sahitya Sabha provide
valuable documentation on linguistic and cultural development initiatives. In addition,
academic journals and research papers on multilingualism, indigenous education, and
sustainable development offer critical perspectives that strengthen the analytical
foundation of the study. Together, these sources form a robust base for understanding
Bodo-medium education within the framework of NEP 2020.

Nature of Data - The data used in this study are both descriptive and interpretive in
nature. Descriptive elements include detailed accounts of Bodo traditions, ecological
practices, and oral modes of knowledge transmission, reflecting the community’s
cultural richness. Analytical data involve evaluations of how NEP 2020 has
influenced educational outcomes in Bodo-medium schools, especially in promoting
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inclusivity and equity. The interpretive dimension focuses on cultural expressions

such as the dance, weaving traditions, and folk pedagogy, viewing them as

meaningful educational tools. This multidimensional approach allows for a deeper
understanding of how traditional practices can intersect with formal education
systems to foster holistic learning.

e Data Analysis: The collected data are analyzed through a thematic content analysis
approach, focusing on recurring ideas such as language inclusion, cultural
sustainability, and educational equity. Key themes emerging from the documents are
systematically identified and categorized to reveal patterns that align with NEP
2020’s objectives. The analysis integrates cultural and educational data to establish
linkages between indigenous practices and modern pedagogical reforms. This method
enables the study to highlight how Bodo cultural values can contribute to inclusive
and contextually grounded education. Ultimately, the analysis bridges traditional
knowledge systems with contemporary educational policy frameworks to promote
culturally responsive learning.

Discussion and Analysis -

The discussion section critically examines the interconnection between the Indigenous
Knowledge System (IKS) and the educational framework outlined in the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020. It explores how traditional Bodo knowledge, values, and practices can be
integrated into formal education to promote cultural preservation and sustainability. The
analysis further highlights the implications of implementing NEP 2020 in Bodo-medium
schools with respect to pedagogy, language, and community engagement.

IKS and Its Importance in Education -

The Indigenous Knowledge System (IKS) refers to the body of traditional wisdom,
skills, and practices developed by local communities through generations of close interaction
with nature (Agrawal, 1995; Warren, 1991). It encompasses knowledge related to agriculture,
medicine, ecology, art, and spirituality that supports community life and sustains livelihoods
(Berkes, 2012). Characteristically holistic and community-based, IKS is deeply adapted to
local environments and emphasizes harmony between humans and nature, promoting
ecological balance and sustainability (Semali & Kincheloe, 1999). This knowledge is
transmitted orally through stories, rituals, and cultural practices, ensuring continuity across
generations (Battiste & Henderson, 2000). Integrating IKS into contemporary education not
only preserves cultural heritage but also enhances sustainable development and
environmental stewardship (Hoppers, 2002).

IKS and NEP 2020 -

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 underscores the importance of promoting
both the Indigenous Knowledge System and the use of the mother tongue in education
(Ministry of Education, 2020). It acknowledges that learning in one’s native language
enhances comprehension, critical thinking, and cultural identity (NCERT, 2021). The policy
encourages the inclusion of India’s traditional knowledge, values, and practices within the
curriculum to make learning more relevant and rooted in local contexts (Mishra, 2021).
Teaching through the mother tongue allows children to connect more deeply with their
heritage and surroundings. By integrating IKS with local languages, NEP 2020 envisions a
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holistic, inclusive, and culturally grounded education system that nurtures pride, innovation,
and sustainability across India’s diverse learning environments (Ministry of Education, 2020;
Sharma, 2022).

In the context of Bodo-medium school education, the provision of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 regarding the medium of instruction carries significant
importance. The policy emphasizes that the medium of instruction should be the mother
tongue or local language at least until Grade 5, and preferably till Grade 8 and beyond
(Ministry of Education, 2020). For Bodo-speaking learners, receiving education in their
mother tongue enhances comprehension, classroom participation, and emotional engagement
with the learning process (Cummins, 2000; Mohanty, 2019). Research indicates that early
education in the first language strengthens foundational literacy and numeracy, promotes
cognitive development, and reinforces cultural identity (UNESCO, 2003; Skutnabb-Kangas,
2009). By adopting Bodo as the medium of instruction, schools can facilitate a more inclusive
and meaningful learning experience, enabling children to grasp fundamental concepts more
effectively while maintaining a strong connection to their linguistic and cultural heritage
(Basumatary, 2021; Narzary, 2022).

Religion and Ecological Philosophy -

The traditional religion of the Bodos, known as Bathouism, is profoundly rooted in
nature worship and spiritual harmony (Endle, 1911; Brahma, 2014). Central to Bathouism is
the veneration of Bathou Bwrai, the supreme deity, symbolized by the Sijou plant (Euphorbia
milii) (Basumatary, 2020). The faith emphasizes the interconnectedness of humans, nature,
and the spiritual realm, reflecting the community’s deep ecological awareness and respect for
natural balance (Baruah, 2015). Although many Bodos have later embraced Hinduism or
Christianity, the core values and rituals of Bathouism remain central to their collective
identity (Narzary, 2019). This blending of traditional and newer faiths demonstrates a unique
form of syncretic spirituality, which continues to shape the moral and social fabric of Bodo
society (Brahma, 2016).

Oral Traditions and Cultural Transmission -

The transmission and preservation of Bodo indigenous knowledge rely largely on oral
traditions, folk pedagogy, and community participation (Sarma, 2018). Elders, storytellers,
and traditional healers play pivotal roles in imparting cultural wisdom, rituals, and ecological
understanding to younger generations (Bodo, 2021). In recent decades, concerted efforts have
been made to formally document and promote this heritage through the inclusion of the Bodo
language in educational curricula, the recording of folklore and traditional medicine, and the
initiatives of the Bodo Sahitya Sabha, which has been instrumental in advancing Bodo
literature and cultural consciousness (Bodo Sahitya Sabha, 2019; Basumatary, 2021). These
efforts contribute to sustaining and revitalizing the community’s traditional wisdom within a
modern educational framework, ensuring that indigenous knowledge continues to thrive
alongside formal education (Narzary, 2022).

There is a growing need to learn and preserve the customs of the Bodos, one of the
largest indigenous ethnic groups of Northeast India, primarily residing in Assam’s Bodoland
Territorial Region (BTR) (Baruah, 2015; Narzary, 2019). As adherents of Bathouism and
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speakers of a Tibeto-Burman language, the Bodos possess a culture deeply intertwined with
nature and community life (Endle, 1911; Brahma, 2014). Their customs embody a vast
repository of ecological wisdom, sustainable living practices, and ethical values that have
been orally transmitted across generations (Basumatary, 2020). Studying Bodo traditions
provides valuable insights into their harmonious relationship with the environment while
promoting respect for cultural diversity and indigenous heritage-key elements for achieving
inclusive and sustainable development in the modern world (UNESCO, 2003; Hoppers,
2002).

Traditional Agricultural Knowledge -

The Bodos’ traditional agricultural knowledge reflects their intimate relationship with
nature and community-based living (Sarma, 2018). Their agrarian system is primarily
subsistence-oriented, with paddy cultivation at its core, guided by age-old ecological wisdom
and seasonal cycles (Basumatary, 2021). They cultivate both Asu (summer) and Maisali
(autumn) crops in rotation, a practice that ensures soil fertility and sustainable yields (Bodo,
2021). The use of organic manures, such as cow dung and plant residues, highlights their
environmentally sound approach to farming (Brahma, 2016). Agriculture among the Bodos is
not merely an economic activity but also a spiritual practice, embodied in rituals such as Gosa
Lanai, Katigasa, Oungkham Gwrlwi Janai, Magw Domansi, Bwisagi Gwrbw Falainai, and
Abthout Phuja, which express gratitude to nature and seek divine blessings for prosperity
(Basumatary, 2020; Narzary, 2022). Furthermore, the Bodos demonstrate remarkable
expertise in water management, employing community-based bamboo irrigation systems and
small water channels to sustain paddy fields an example of their collective and sustainable
approach to resource management (Baruah, 2021).

Ethno-Medicine and Ecological Ethics -

The Bodo community possesses a rich and profound ethno-medicinal knowledge
system, reflecting their deep-rooted connection with nature and traditional healing practices
(Brahma, 2014; Basumatary, 2020). Grounded in the use of locally available herbs and
plants, Bodo folk medicine constitutes a vital component of their cultural heritage and
community well-being (Baruah, 2015). Traditional healers, known as Ojhas or Douris, play a
central role in maintaining community health by diagnosing and treating ailments through
herbal formulations, natural therapies, and ritualistic practices (Narzary, 2019). Their healing
methods often integrate spiritual elements-including chants, rituals, and prescribed dietary
habits aimed at restoring harmony among the body, mind, and spirit (Bodo, 2021). This
holistic approach to wellness parallels the core principles of Akhuri (Ayurveda), reflecting
the Bodos’ deep understanding of balance, prevention, and natural healing as fundamental to
a sustainable way of life (Sarma, 2018; Basumatary, 2021).

Weaving, Art, and Cultural Expression -

Bodo culture is further guided by a profound reverence for nature, perceiving forests,
rivers, and wildlife as sacred entities integral to their existence (Endle, 1911; Brahma, 2016).
Traditional taboos and community norms serve as ecological safeguards, preventing the over-
exploitation of natural resources and ensuring their sustainable use (UNESCO, 2003). The
maintenance of community forests (jumai thansali) exemplifies their collective approach to

127




A0) W 1»Z8 SNITHIKA : An International Peer-Reviewed Research Journal ISSN: 2454-2881

biodiversity conservation and ecological stewardship (Baruah, 2021; Narzary, 2022).
Furthermore, ecological values are transmitted through folklore, songs, proverbs, and rituals,
reinforcing environmental ethics and sustaining a balanced relationship between humans and
nature (Bodo Sahitya Sabha, 2019).

Weaving occupies a special place in Bodo society, functioning both as a medium of
cultural expression and a vital source of livelihood, particularly for women (Baruah, 2015;
Brahma, 2014). Bodo women are renowned for their exceptional weaving skills, producing
exquisite handwoven garments such as Dokhona, Jwmgra, and Gamsa, which are integral to
their cultural identity (Basumatary, 2020). These textiles are often coloured with natural dyes
and decorated with intricate motifs inspired by elements of nature—flowers, animals, and
fertility symbols—reflecting the community’s deep aesthetic and ecological consciousness
(Narzary, 2019). Through weaving, Bodo women not only preserve traditional artistry but
also attain economic empowerment, making the craft a powerful symbol of both heritage and
self-reliance (Bodo, 2021).

Music, dance, and oral traditions constitute another vital aspect of Bodo cultural life
(Brahma, 2016). The celebrated Bagurumba dance, often referred to as the “dance of
butterflies,” vividly represents the Bodos’ close bond with nature and their joyful spirit of
communal harmony (Basumatary, 2021). These performances, accompanied by traditional
instruments such as the Khawang (cymbals), Sifung (flute), and Kham (drum), embody the
rhythmic vitality of Bodo festivals and social gatherings (Baruah, 2021). Oral forms folktales,
proverbs, and riddles serve as repositories of moral values, collective wisdom, and historical
memory, transmitted across generations to ensure the continuity of their cultural heritage
(Narzary, 2022).

Social Organization and Indigenous Governance -

Bodo cuisine further illustrates their intimate relationship with the natural
environment and local biodiversity (Endle, 1911; Basumatary, 2020). Their diet primarily
consists of rice, fish, vegetables, and bamboo shoots, all sustainably sourced from their
surroundings (Sarma, 2018). Signature dishes such as Ondla (bamboo shoot curry) and Narzi
(bitter curry) exemplify the creative use of indigenous ingredients and nutritious cooking
methods (Bodo Sahitya Sabha, 2019). The traditional fermented rice beverage, Zou (Zu),
holds a central place in Bodo festivals and communal events, symbolizing warmth,
hospitality, and togetherness within the community (Baruah, 2021; Brahma, 2016).

The social structure of traditional Bodo society is organized around village councils
known as Gwjwn Gaon Sabha, which function as key institutions for community welfare and
conflict resolution (Brahma, 2014; Basumatary, 2020). These councils operate on the
principles of collective decision-making, respect for elders, and mutual cooperation, fostering
social harmony and communal solidarity (Baruah, 2015). By ensuring that all voices within
the village are heard and valued, the Gwjwn Gaon Sabha exemplifies an indigenous system
of participatory governance rooted in the values of democracy, inclusiveness, and social
justice (Narzary, 2019). This traditional form of self-governance underscores the Bodos’
emphasis on consensus, equality, and moral accountability, aligning with contemporary ideas
of grassroots democracy and sustainable community development (Bodo, 2021).
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Implementation of NEP 2020 in Bodo-Medium Schools -

In the context of Bodo-medium school education, the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020’s focus on multilingualism presents a significant opportunity to promote
linguistic diversity and cultural harmony (Ministry of Education, 2020). The policy
introduces the “Three-Language Formula,” encouraging students to achieve proficiency in
three languages, with at least two being of Indian origin, while granting flexibility to states in
language selection (NCERT, 2021). Within Bodo-medium institutions, this approach enables
learners to gain fluency in Bodo, Assamese or Hindi, and English, thereby fostering both
regional identity and national integration (Sharma, 2022). Furthermore, NEP 2020’s
encouragement to study Sanskrit and other classical or regional languages expands students’
linguistic repertoire and enhances their appreciation of India’s diverse cultural heritage,
equipping them with communication skills crucial for higher education and global
engagement (Mishra, 2021; Ministry of Education, 2020).

Further, the NEP 2020’s emphasis on Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)
highlights the importance of using the home language or mother tongue as the medium of
instruction during the pre-primary and foundational stages (Ministry of Education, 2020;
UNESCO, 2003). For Bodo-speaking children, learning in their native language creates a
familiar and emotionally secure environment, fostering better comprehension and confidence
in early learning (Mohanty, 2019; Cummins, 2000). The policy promotes play-based and
activity-based pedagogy through the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS),
encouraging exploration, creativity, and interactive learning in the child’s own linguistic
context (NCERT, 2021). Such an approach strengthens foundational literacy and numeracy
skills while nurturing curiosity, imagination, and lifelong learning habits among children in
Bodo-medium schools (Basumatary, 2021; Sharma, 2022).

Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) -

In the current landscape of Bodo-medium school education, teacher preparation
presents both significant opportunities and challenges in realizing the vision outlined in the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 (Ministry of Education, 2020). While the policy
highlights the importance of preparing teachers for bilingual and multilingual pedagogy,
many educators in Bodo-medium schools continue to face constraints due to limited exposure
to contemporary teaching methodologies and insufficient professional development
opportunities (Mohanty, 2019; Sharma, 2022). The creation of bilingual textbooks and
learning materials in Bodo and other regional languages is progressing slowly, hindered by
resource limitations, technical expertise gaps, and institutional challenges (NCERT, 2021).
To address these issues, teacher education institutions need to enhance capacity-building
programs focusing on multilingual pedagogy, inclusive education, and culturally responsive
teaching methods (UNESCO, 2003; Basumatary, 2021). Despite these challenges, ongoing
initiatives to train qualified multilingual teachers and develop locally relevant learning
resources demonstrate positive progress toward improving the quality, inclusivity, and
cultural responsiveness of Bodo-medium education (Brahma, 2014; Narzary, 2022).

In addition, the NEP 2020’s emphasis on technology integration and translation
introduces both valuable opportunities and significant challenges in the context of Bodo-
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medium education (Ministry of Education, 2020). National educational agencies such as
NCERT and SCERTs are engaged in producing high-quality translations of textbooks and
learning resources into regional languages, including Bodo, to ensure greater accessibility
and inclusiveness (NCERT, 2021; Sharma, 2022). The use of technology-driven translation
tools further supports this process by facilitating faster dissemination and wider reach of
educational materials in students’ mother tongues (Hampel & Stickler, 2012). However,
challenges persist in maintaining linguistic accuracy, cultural relevance, and pedagogical
quality in the translated content (Mohanty, 2019). There is limited availability of skilled
translators, insufficient digital infrastructure, and lack of teacher training in the effective use
of educational technology compound these difficulties (UNESCO, 2018; Narzary, 2022).
Nevertheless, the integration of technology and translation initiatives holds immense
potential to strengthen Bodo-medium education by bridging language barriers, enriching
learning materials, and fostering inclusive, multilingual learning environments (Ministry of
Education, 2020; Basumatary, 2021).

Expected Outcomes of NEP 2020 Implementation -

The implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 within the
framework of Bodo-medium school education is anticipated to produce substantial positive
outcomes (Ministry of Education, 2020). The policy’s strong emphasis on equity and
inclusion ensures that no learner is disadvantaged by linguistic barriers, thereby enabling
Bodo-speaking students to receive education in their mother tongue while progressively
developing proficiency in additional languages (UNESCO, 2003; Mohanty, 2019). This
inclusive linguistic approach enhances comprehension, cognitive development, and academic
performance, while simultaneously fostering self-confidence and a sense of cultural
belonging among learners (Cummins, 2000; NCERT, 2021).

Moreover, by promoting multilingualism, NEP 2020 contributes to the preservation of
India’s linguistic diversity and reinforces national integration through mutual respect for
regional languages and cultures (Sharma, 2022; Basumatary, 2021). In the context of Bodo-
medium schools, this vision empowers students to take pride in their linguistic and cultural
heritage while establishing meaningful connections with broader regional and national
communities (Brahma, 2014; Narzary, 2022). Such a balanced approach to language and
education ensures both cultural continuity and social inclusivity, aligning with the policy’s
overarching goal of building a holistic, equitable, and multilingual educational ecosystem
(Ministry of Education, 2020).

Concluding Observations -

As observed, despite positive steps stated above, Bodo traditional knowledge faces
several contemporary challenges. The forces of modernization, urbanization, and
deforestation have led to the erosion of age-old customs and ecological practices.
Environmental degradation poses a direct threat to the sustainability of their nature-based
knowledge systems. To address these issues, there is an urgent need to integrate Bodo
Indigenous Knowledge Systems into formal education and research frameworks. This aligns
with the objectives of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which emphasizes cultural
continuity, sustainability, and inclusivity in education.
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The Bodo Indigenous Knowledge System stands as a valuable repository of
ecological understanding, ethical values, and cultural identity. Preserving and integrating this
knowledge within modern educational and developmental initiatives is crucial for
maintaining both cultural diversity and environmental balance. In harmony with the vision of
NEP 2020, recognizing and institutionalizing the Bodo knowledge system will not only
strengthen India’s multicultural heritage but also promote sustainable and inclusive growth
founded on indigenous wisdom and traditional ecological harmony.
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ABSTRACT

In this article, I will illustrate the ongoing threats to our environment and
highlight the significance of Indian philosophical perspectives in addressing these issues

today. Human beings often act from a place of egoism, leading to actions that endanger the
environment. The push for consumerism drives people to exploit natural resources without
adequate thought for their long-term effects. Activities like deforestation, altering river
courses, and illegal constructions near forests and waterways are primarily motivated by the
desire for human gain, often overlooking the well-being of other species and the natural
ecosystem. This anthropocentric view, which places humanity at the center of concern, is a
widely accepted stance, particularly among many Western thinkers who assert that ‘man is
the measure of all things.” However, in contrast, the Vedas, Upanisads, and various branches
of Indian philosophy - particularly Jainism and Buddhism - advocate for a non-
anthropocentric approach, challenging the prevailing notion and emphasizing the
interconnectedness of all life. According to ancient Indian philosophy, a genuinely pious and
ethical person views life as sacred and valuable in its own right. Therefore, protecting every
living being is an essential duty for all humans. Such a person, who possesses self-
knowledge, shows reverence for all elements of the world. They refrain from killing animals,
tearing leaves from trees, plucking flowers, or stepping on insects and bugs while walking.

Key Words : Environment, Indian Philosophy, Jainism, Buddhism, Non-

anthropocentric
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Introduction :

Humans live in a natural environment, which comprises a variety of elements
including plains, mountains, seas, forests, animals, soil, water, and air. All components of this
environment, such as insects, animals, plants, and humans, are interdependent for survival.
However, among all living beings, humans possess reasoning and intelligence, which implies
a responsibility to protect the environment. Historically, humans have acted recklessly and
irresponsibly in their use of the environment's resources for personal gain. With the
advancement of science and technology, they have discovered and exploited natural resources
without restraint, seeking a comfortable lifestyle. This indiscriminate use of resources has put
human life and the existence of all living species at risk. The selfishness and greed of some
individuals have led to the waste of nature’s immense and unparalleled resources,
endangering the survival of all living beings, including humanity itself. Every living creature
relies on the environment for survival, obtaining everything necessary to live. However,
humans, with their rational capabilities, seek to understand and appreciate nature beyond
mere survival, recognizing its intrinsic value. The significance of the environment to humans
is multifaceted, as it fulfills various needs—survival, economic development, entertainment,
scientific research, aesthetic enjoyment, historical inquiry, cultural symbolism, and the
pursuit of unity in diversity, among others. For ages, humans have exploited the environment
excessively, which has now led to a crisis threatening their lives and the lives of other
species. This alarming reality has sparked a renewed sense of duty to safeguard the natural
environment. Through scientific research, it has become evident that humans have inflicted
considerable damage on the environment. Now, there is a growing awareness of the
importance of protecting nature for future generations of both humans and other species. To

address this critical issue, it is essential for individuals from all sectors - including scientists,

technologists, economists, environmentalists, philosophers, industrialists, and the general
public—to come together and focus on the urgent need for environmental protection.
Western view regarding environment :

Western perspectives on nature and the environment have been shaped by two distinct
schools of thought: Jewish thought as described in the Old Testament and ancient Greek
philosophy, particularly the ideas of Aristotle. Both traditions place humanity at the center of
the moral universe. The Old Testament creation narrative states that God created man, His
own son, and granted him dominion over the Earth, including the fish of the sea, the birds of
the air, and all land creatures. Thus, humanity is meant to rule over all living beings. Due to
the early assertions found in the Old Testament, many Christians generally do not view
activities such as cutting down trees or killing animals as morally wrong. While it is
considered a grave sin to kill the Son of God, it is not deemed wrong to slaughter cows, pigs,
or other animals for food, nor is cutting down trees for commercial purposes seen as
unethical. For instance, Jesus Christ is noted to have destroyed a large banyan tree and caused
a herd of pigs to drown. St. Augustine, a Medieval Christian priest, referred to this incident in
the New Testament without condemning the killing of animals or tree cutting.

In alignment with this view, Aristotle, the ancient Greek philosopher, argued that the
material and living worlds exist primarily for human needs. He posited that the world evolved
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purposefully to serve humanity; the material world provides essential resources—Ilight, air,
water, and land-necessary for plants, which in turn sustain animals and, ultimately, humans.
Aristotle believed that the interdependence of these worlds serves the needs of humanity,
emphasizing that everything exists to fulfill human requirements. Influenced by Jewish
thought and Aristotelian philosophy, Christians believe humans are accountable only to God
and to one another, with no obligations toward non-human beings. Although disobeying
God's laws and harming neighbors are considered sins, humans may destroy trees or kill
animals out of necessity, as these actions are not viewed as sins-they bear no moral
responsibility towards these beings. Justice and morality focus solely on human society, with
human life valued intrinsically, while animals, plants, and other entities hold value only in
their utility to humans. Consequently, while killing animals or destroying forests may not be
wrong, such actions become inappropriate if they threaten human needs and well-being.

This perspective prevailed among Christians until the mid-eighteenth century.
However, while Christians support the necessary cutting of trees and killing of animals, they
do not advocate for indiscriminate destruction and often protest against environmental
pollution. Natural resources are essential for human survival, and it is crucial that humanity
uses these resources responsibly to safeguard their existence. Scientists and technologists, in
particular, must exercise caution. For example, extensive research into atomic energy can
pose risks to human welfare due to the atmospheric pollution created by uranium as fuel.
Similarly, the destruction of forests to establish large-scale industries can result in severe
pollution from factory waste and the harmful emissions associated with mineral oil. Such
pollution damages the atmosphere, depletes the ozone layer, and contributes to the
greenhouse effect, all of which threaten the life of plants and animals.

Christians believe that the entire world—the animal kingdom, the plant kingdom, and
the mineral kingdom—has evolved to serve human needs. However, they hold that humans
should exercise wise stewardship over these resources to ensure their own survival. While
killing animals and clearing forests can be acceptable under certain circumstances, each
action must be carefully evaluated to determine whether it endangers human life. Thus,
Christians do not consider environmental protection to be without value.

Ancient Indian thought regarding environment :

In ancient India, particularly during the Upanisadic era and in the early development of
Jainism and Buddhism, the perspective on natural resources and the environment was quite
different. This difference can be attributed to the spiritual nature of Indian thought, in contrast
to the materialistic orientation of Western thought. According to ancient Indian philosophy,
everything in the world—both material and immaterial—holds intrinsic value because it is a
manifestation of the blissful Self, or Brahman. The sages of the Upanisads express this idea
poetically :

“Madhuvata rtayate madhu ksaranti
sindhavah madhvirna santosdhr |

Madhu naktam udosaso madhuvat parthivam
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rajah madumanno banaspatimadhumanm asta siiryah 11"

This translates to : The entire universe is honeyed in its own way as a manifestation of
that blissful One (compassion or Self)—the wind carries honey, the ocean exudes honey, the
forest stores honey; let the night, the dawn, the dust of the earth, and the sun be honeyed. This
suggests that we should recognize the intrinsic value of every object in the world and seek
spiritual union with every living and non-living thing. In ancient Indian thought, a truly pious
and ethical person sees life as sacred and valuable in its own right. Therefore, protecting all
forms of life is seen as an essential duty. Such a person refrains from killing animals, tearing
leaves from trees, plucking flowers, or trampling insects while walking. An Indian sage
notes, trees also have a soul; they have feelings of happiness and sorrow. Thus, we should
nurture and care for them with self-awareness. The belief is that, Heaven is not attained by
cutting down trees, killing animals, and shedding blood; these actions only lead to hell. Any
act of violence is considered improper.

In ancient Indian thought, humanity does not exist separately from the universe; the
Upanisads emphasize the interconnectedness of man and nature. In the Gayatrm Mantra we
can see :

“Om Bhurbharvah Svah, Tatsaviturvarenyam

Bhargodevasya Dhiimahi Dhiyojonar Prachodayat.””

This mantra symbolizes the unification of the earth and the celestial realm with our
intellect and consciousness, promoting peace and joy. It serves as a powerful reminder of the
interconnectedness that fosters environmental preservation.

However, it is important to note that the concept of ecology, understood today as the
balance between the material and immaterial world, is a relatively recent development in
scientific discourse. The roots of environmental protection in Indian thought lie in the sages’
understanding of their deep, heartfelt relationship with every object, their compassion, and
their moral and religious ideologies.

Jaina view regarding environment :

According to Jainism, the ultimate goal of every living being is liberation from the
bonds of worldly life. The term ‘Bandhan’ represents the bond between a living being and its
body. Liberation is the process of dissociating from the body, which is not easy to achieve.
To progress on the path to liberation, one must conquer the desire for pleasure. The first step
toward this is mind purification. After the mind has been purified, the three jewels—Right
view, Right knowledge, and Right character - are essential for salvation.

To develop right character, Jain philosophy emphasizes observing the five vows: two
major and three minor ones. These vows include non-violence, truthfulness, chastity, and
abstinence from wrongful conduct. The vow of non-violence is the most significant; the other
four are components of it.

!. Riksarhhita - 1/90
2. GayatrT Mantra
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The essence of non-violence is encapsulated in the phrase ‘Na hanyet na ghatayet’ -

do not kill, do not cause killing. This means not harming any living being, regardless of size,
through body, mind, or speech, including not even entertaining thoughts of harm. Similarly,
feelings of jealousy, inciting jealousy in others, and supporting violent actions are also part of
this vow. Thus, to fully observe the vow of non-violence, one must refrain from such actions
and thoughts. Non-violence encompasses not only a negative aspect (not causing harm) but
also a positive one, which involves spreading love to all living beings and engaging in
beneficial activities.

In the 'Acharanga Sutra,' the fourteenth Tirthankara, Mahavira, outlines the rules of
conduct to be followed by monks (Sramanas) and lay people (Sravakas). While these rules
aim for non-harming in daily life, their ultimate purpose is to achieve salvation or liberation.
The conduct advised in the 'Acharanga Sutra,’ serves as the means to that end.

This presents a key distinction between the ethical worldview of Jainism and modern
environmental ethics. The goal of environmental ethics is earth-centered, focusing on the
preservation of the living world and the balance between the material and non-material
aspects of existence. In contrast, Jain philosophy's goal is to facilitate the pathway to
liberation in the afterlife. By recognizing the spiritual connection among all living beings—
acknowledging that everything, including humans, has a soul and some level of

consciousness - one learns to nurture and care for them in a non-violent manner, aiding the

journey toward liberation.

A violent approach, however, strengthens the bonds of the body. As a result of these
karmic bonds, a living being may have to be reborn as a human or non-human after death.
Therefore, to advance toward liberation, one must adopt a non-violent path rooted in
compassion. This non-violent approach also ensures balance between the environment and
the living world. The, Acharanga Sutra, as presented by Mahavira, outlines the conduct that
should be followed, considering liberation or moksha as the ultimate goal. The Jain faith
regards the non-violent teachings of Mahavira as the best ethical religion, applying them
internally for supreme liberation and externally for the preservation of the living world.

In contrast, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam view humanity as the center of the moral

framework - much like early astronomy placed the Earth at the center of the solar system,

with planets and satellites revolving around it. In these religions, human life is considered
valuable in its own right, while animals, birds, plants, and other living beings possess value
only in relation to human enjoyment. However, in Jainism, humans are seen not as the focal
point of the living world but as a part of the entire ecosystem. The loss of any one part of this
whole harms the entire living world, emphasizing interconnectedness. C.K. Capple has said: “
From Jaina perspective, the threat to life that we face arises from a faulty epistemology and
metaphysics as much as from a faulty ethics.”!

'. Jainism and Ecology, Ed. By Christopher Key Capple, Matilal Banersidass Pub. Pvt. Ltd., Pp. - 19
R —————————

136




SNITHIKA : An International Peer-Reviewed Research Journal ISSN: 2454-2881 B0 WY

Bauddha view regarding environment :

In Buddhism, the term 'dharma’ refers to ethical action, which aligns closely with the
principles of modern ecological science. The ethical teachings of nonviolence introduced by
the Buddha approach both the material and living worlds with a spirit of friendship.

The Buddha's advocacy for nonviolence has established him as one of the greatest
moral philosophers, promoting a profound ethical framework. According to Buddha’s
teachings, performing good deeds that benefit both the material and living worlds is what
constitutes true religion, and without this, religion lacks significance. Actions such as cutting
down trees for rituals or performing animal sacrifices under the guise of religion are
considered completely unrighteous, as they do not contribute to the welfare of living beings.
Taking the life of an animal purely for personal enjoyment is regarded as utterly wrong.

There is a historical example of this transformation in the figure of Chandasoka, a
once-bloodthirsty king who became known as Dharmasoka, the beloved king, after being
inspired by the nonviolent teachings of the Buddha. Before his conversion, King Asoka was
responsible for the daily slaughter of countless animals for meat in his kitchens. However,
following the Kalinga War, where he witnessed significant bloodshed and the cries of the
suffering, his perspective changed dramatically. After embracing Buddhism and the
principles of nonviolence, he transformed into a devotee of the Buddha's teachings. In his role
as a devoted king, Asoka engraved the Buddha's teachings on inscriptions and erected the
famous Asoka Pillars. These inscriptions publicly declared that animal sacrifices were
prohibited in any religious ceremony, wedding, or festive occasion. After adopting the
Buddha's message of nonviolence, A§oka himself banned meat from being served in his own
kitchen, recognizing that killing for pleasure was completely unjustifiable. For Asoka, the
essence of true religion lay in performing good and virtuous deeds, as only through such
actions can one achieve ultimate liberation or Nirvana.

In Buddhism, actions can be categorized into three types: verbal (related to speech),
physical (related to the body), and mental (related to the mind). Buddha emphasized that only
non-violent actions are truly virtuous. Virtuous actions require a commitment to non-violence
in body, mind, and speech. For instance, if a royal servant goes hunting and cannot find an
animal, the act of going hunting can be considered violent merely because of its intent. If the
servant successfully hunts and kills an animal, that constitutes physical wrongdoing. Even the
intention to hunt, regardless of the outcome, is viewed as mental wrongdoing. Thus,
Buddhism maintains that only non-violent actions in body, mind, and speech are considered
right actions.

According to Buddha, an action can only be deemed right if it adheres to the eight
virtues: (i) compassion for living beings, (ii) patience or tolerance, (iii) equanimity, (iv) inner
purity, (v) tranquility, (vi) good wishes, (vii) detachment from wealth, and (viii) non-greed.
Actions that are guided by these eight virtues are deemed suitable for achieving the supreme
goal of Brahmavihara, or the "divine abode." To cultivate good character necessary for
performing good deeds, one must follow the five precepts. The cultivation of good character
is guided by the concept of Sila, which is fundamentally the path to purifying the mind.
Without a mind free from defilements, developing good character is unattainable, impeding
progress toward enlightenment. Thus, according to the Buddha, the ultimate aim of human
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life is to foster love and compassion in the spirit of friendship. This is not just a matter of
pure nonviolence but also involves encompassing love and goodwill. One must spread an
untainted mind throughout the world and experience the love of liberation. To achieve this, it
is essential to diligently practice the precepts, particularly the five precepts outlined by the
Buddha. Ultimately, the Buddha’s vision of liberation, or nirvana, is to cultivate the mind in
universal love and attain a state of supreme bliss, which he referred to as Brahmavihara, a
permanent state of dwelling in peace and goodwill. He does not limit his thoughts on
friendship; rather, he values his feelings of friendship towards all beings, regardless of their
nature. Such a person remains in this state of friendship both while waking and sleeping,
maintaining these thoughts until he is absorbed in deep, dreamless sleep. This continual state
of friendship is considered the ultimate attainment of liberation, or Brahmavihara. In this
mindset, a balance between nature and its environment is preserved, allowing all beings to
live their lives in their own spheres of existence, relaxed and happy.

The combination of the four thoughts is what the Buddha referred to as Brahmavihara.
The path to achieving Brahmavihara, or liberation, is through following the precepts,
particularly the five precepts that are strictly observed by Buddhist monks, nuns, and lay
disciples. These five precepts serve as both a guide for building character for those seeking
liberation and a way to protect the ecosystem. The Buddha, as a great human being,
recognized that the well-being of the world cannot be achieved through disruption of the
balance of nature. Through the five precepts, the Buddha illuminated the importance of
preserving this balance.

Buddha taught that love and compassion are the only means to support the stability
and security of the animal world and to establish peace in human society. Love connects one
heart to another, while separation brings discord. To foster the welfare of the plant, animal,
and human worlds, friendship and compassion are essential. Anger breeds more anger, and
jealousy only increases jealousy. To eliminate these obstacles, the Buddha said, ‘Akkodhena
jine kodham’, meaning that anger must be conquered by non-anger, and violence must be
overcome by non-violence. To rid the world of violence, hatred, and other negative emotions,
love and compassion (the thought of friendship) are necessary. Love is joy itself, a fulfillment
that does not seek to receive anything but only to give. In this giving, there is no expectation
of receiving; this reflects the nature of Brahman. The realization of Brahman as joy found in
the immeasurable thought of friendship contributes to the well-being of the world.

It is important to note that the Buddha did not ask people to refrain from killing
animals or polluting the environment solely for the sake of preserving the ecosystem, as the
concepts of scientific ecology or environmental ethics did not exist during his time or even
after his death. As a staunch advocate for non-violence, the Buddha encouraged people to
engage in the service of the living world, embracing friendship and love as the path and
means towards the overall good of the world.

It is noteworthy that by embracing the mantra of non-violence as taught by the
Buddha and fostering love and affection as the basis of friendship, India achieved remarkable
excellence in every field—knowledge, education, science, technology, medicine, poetry,
literature, business, and urban planning. Above all, this excellence was accompanied by good
governance, all without harming the living world. The dense forests were preserved, the
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waters of streams remained unpolluted, and the air we breathed was clean. This is why
Rabindranath Tagore referred to the Buddhist era as the "Golden Age" in Indian history.

The Buddha's philosophy of non-violence and friendship has not only protected the
environment but also brought prosperity to all living beings. From this perspective, the
Buddha's principled stance on non-violence can be viewed as a precursor to modern
ecological concepts. Today, the relevance of the Buddha's concept of friendship is striking,
especially in our aimless and turbulent world. Many people today seem to have drifted away
from this ideal. The Buddha did not define so-called religions as true religions; rather, he
believed that religion is action—good deeds performed out of a sense of unlimited friendship
and a commitment to the welfare of living beings. Engaging in welfare work non-violently is
to practice true religion. This is not exclusive to Hindus, Christians, or Muslims; it is a
universal principle that belongs to all humanity. Lily de Silva has said: “We have to
understand that pollution in the environment has been caused because there have been
psychological pollution within ourselves.”!

Conclusion :

In our contemporary society, driven by avarice, we see rampant deforestation for
commercial purposes that endanger wildlife. Rivers are being blocked, putting aquatic life at
risk, and industrial practices have led to severe pollution of air and water, jeopardizing human
health. Nowadays, many individuals lack wisdom and morality, and because they are unclear
about their goals, they also lack meditation and reflection. People have become like small-
minded animals, fighting among themselves and threatening both their own existence and
that of the entire living world.

In an era marked by moral decay and corruption, it is essential for humanity to adopt
the non-violent views and path of friendship espoused by the Buddha. As Rabindranath
Tagore poignantly stated, ‘Akkodhena jine kodham’, reminding us that in this time of
widespread humiliation of humanity, we must turn to the teachings of the Buddha and say,
‘Buddham saranam gacchami’.

The root cause of the ecological crisis lies in the spiritual crisis fueled by self-centered
greed - the unchecked and insatiable greed that accompanies technological advancement.

Anger, protest, arrogance, deceit, gambling, and greed have polluted the minds of people
today. Statesmen, both domestically and internationally, often prioritize short-term profits
over the welfare of future generations, neglecting the long-term implications of their actions.

Natural resources, particularly forests, are being destroyed recklessly. The blessings
that the green forests symbolize have been ignored and destroyed, leading humanity to spread
curses rather than blessings. This thoughtless destruction has resulted in a shift towards
barren landscapes. Greedy and selfish individuals have wasted the invaluable resources of
nature, putting the existence of humanity and all life in jeopardy.

The rampant environmental pollution, destruction of forests, eviction of forest-
dwelling communities, and harm to wildlife for fleeting commercial gains are fundamentally
wrong and constitute a crime against humanity. Humans must take moral responsibility for
protecting the Earth and its ecosystems. Regardless of whether this world, filled with diverse

'. Buddhism and Ecology, Lily de Silva, Ed. By Batchelor, P. 29
e

139




A0) W 1»Z8 SNITHIKA : An International Peer-Reviewed Research Journal ISSN: 2454-2881

species of animals and birds, has come into being through scientific evolution or divine
creation, it is crucial for humanity to bear the responsibility of safeguarding it.

This duty can only be fulfilled by embracing the Jain and Buddhist principles of non-
violence as the most virtuous path in life. To protect flora and fauna, we must begin by
purifying our hearts and freeing them from violence. If our hearts are not pure, we cannot
expect the external environment to remain unpolluted. It is essential to recognize that the root
cause of environmental degradation lies in the pollution of our hearts. The natural elements—
light, air, water, and soil—do not contaminate themselves; it is the aggressive attitudes of
people that lead to pollution.
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ABSTRACT

The concept of pramana in Indian philosophy serves as the means to true knowledge,
a notion that is generally upheld by all Indian philosophical traditions. However, outside this
pramana-oriented tradition, certain philosophers known as apramanavadins challenge the
validity of the concept itself. Among these, the Madhyamaka Sinyavada philosopher
Nagarjuna holds a particularly significant position. Following the Middle Path (Madhyama-
pratipad), Nagarjuna establishes the concept of sunyata, which involves the deconstruction of
all doctrines, including the very foundation of pramana. He raises a fundamental question:
How stable is the pillar upon which Indian philosophy rests ? Specifically, if pramana is how
knowledge of prameya (the object of knowledge) is attained, then how is the validity of
pramana itself established? In his pursuit of an answer, he engages in rigorous logical
analysis and demonstrates that pramana cannot be validated—neither intrinsically (svatah),
nor mutually (parasparatah), nor through another pramdna (parapramanatah). In this
regard, Nagarjuna strongly critiques the Nydya school's doctrine of the extrinsic validity of
knowledge (paratah-pramanya). This critique is particularly significant, as the Nyaya school
is the one that accords pramana the status of the primary and fundamental category among
Indian philosophical systems. In response, Nagarjuna challenges the Nyaya-accepted
paratah-siddha theory of pramana through the logical flaw of infinite regress (anavastha).
This argument, known in the history of philosophy as the pramanantara-siddhi debate, raises
fundamental doubts about the legitimacy of pramana. Through this paper, an attempt is made
to critically examine Nagarjuna’s anavasthd objection and to explore how it firmly challenges
the very notion of pramana. Additionally, the paper analyzes how this critique confronts the
pramana-oriented tradition, ultimately introducing a radically different philosophical

perspective.

Key Words : pramana, prameya, paratah-pramanya, infinite regress, pramanantara-siddhi.
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Introduction :

In Indian literature, the expression pramd is used to mean knowledge, i.e., valid
cognition; the instrument of that cognition is called pramana. Almost all schools of Indian
philosophy, whether astika or nastika, acknowledge pramana and, consequently, accept the
validity of prameya. Nevertheless, doubts arise regarding the validity of pramana. This is
because some apramanavadins in Indian philosophies do not place trust in the very concept
of pramana. The problem of justification remains unavoidable. Naturally, they pose a
question : What exactly is the nature of the pramana through which the knower (pramata)
attains valid cognition (prama) about the object of knowledge (prameya) ? In other words, on
what basis is something considered a pramana ? Is it established intrinsically (svatah), or is
there some extrinsic (paratah) means of justification? There are proponents and opponents of
both positions in the Indian system. Mimamsakas, Vedantins and Samkhya, e.g. recognise the
intrinsic or svatah theory, whereas the extrinsic or paratah theory is advocated by Nyaya-
Vaisesikas and others. However, the vaitandikas argue that defining pramdanya as self-
existent (svatah) or dependent on something else (paratah) leads to some critical problems.
Among the various objections raised by the apramanyavadins regarding the pramanya of
pramana, the charge of infinite regress (anavastha) is particularly significant and decisive.
This concept is referred to in Indian philosophy as the doctrine of pramanantara-siddhi. This
objection, in particular, is advanced by the Sinyavada Madhyamika philosopher Nagarjuna
among the vaitandikas. In fact, he has presented various explanations as to why pramana is
untenable, among which the pramandantara-siddhi objection or the charge of regression to
infinity (anavastha) is especially notable and robust. Which is primarily against the paratah-
pramanyavadins, namely the Naiyayikas. Notably, the debate centers around the
determination of pramanya as either dependent on external factors (paratah) or otherwise.
So, the main objective of this paper is to provide a logical analysis of how the charge of
regression to infinity (anavastha) is raised to the concept of pramana.

Nagarjuna’s objection to the possibility of pramana and the issue of pramanantara-
siddhi :

In the Indian tradition, almost all philosophical schools have faith in the concept of
pramana and, along with the related idea of prameya, without much disagreement. There is
indeed no consensus on the precise definition of pramdna or the number of recognized
pramanas. Despite this lack of agreement, no school has questioned the very possibility of
pramana. However, within this pramana-centric tradition, there exist a few exceptional
philosophers, often referred to as apramanavadins, who cast doubt on the very possibility of
pramana itself. These apramanavadins are commonly known as vaitandikas." Among these
vaitandikas, there are figures like Jayarasi Bhatta and Sriharsa, as well as the Madhyamika
Siromani, Nagarjuna. While their philosophical orientations may not converge at a single
point, they all share a fundamental skepticism regarding the validity of pramana (means of

! It is mentioned that the term vaitandika is derived from the word vitanda, which signifies a form of
argumentation where one does not seek to establish a thesis but merely refutes the opponent’s
position.
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knowledge) and seek to establish its futility. Notably, Nagarjuna stands out as one of the most
prominent philosophers among the apramanavadins vaitandikas. One of his key objections to
the validity of pramana is the argument of anavasthd, or the problem of infinite regress
(pramanantara-siddhi), which is particularly noteworthy. Now, let’s analyze the context of
this argument of the charge of infinite regress (anavastha) or the issue of pramanantara-
siddhi against the possibility of pramana.

Nagarjuna, as a proponent of Madhyamaka philosophy, follows the principle of the
Madhyamapatha, or Middle Path, rejecting extreme positions regarding existence and non-
existence. He asserts on the idea of emptiness (sinyata) that all phenomena are devoid of
intrinsic nature because they arise through dependent origination (pratityasamutpada). As a
result, whether pertaining to cognition (citta-caitasika) or material reality (bhiita-bhautika),
all phenomena transcend the fourfold logical alternatives (catuskoti-vinir-mukta), and thus,
they are svabhava-siinya. He understands reality as catuskoti-vinir-mukta’, which leads him
to conclude that pramana (means of knowledge) is also an empty entity. In this way, as a
logical culmination of his universal doctrine of emptiness (sarva-sinyavada), Nagarjuna
arrives at a form of apramanavada (negation of pramana). His doctrine is elaborated in
works like Miillamadhyamakakarika, Vaidalyaprakarana, and Vigrahavyavartani, where he
critiques the validity of pramana, mainly targeting the sixteen categories accepted by
Gautama. Especially, in his Vaidalyaprakarana and Vigrahavyavartani, these two texts,
Nagarjuna effectively applies sunyavada to the critique of the pramana-theory. In the
Vigrahavyavartani, verses 30 - 51, and in the Vaidalyaprakarana, aphorisms 2 - 19, he
presents his refutation of the pramana-theory.

In contrast, the materialist Nyaya school believes that nothing can be established
without pramdana. Hence, they regard pramana as the fundamental and primary entity. So,
they argue that, just as measurement is impossible without a balance scale, the acceptance of
a prameya (knowable object) is impossible without pramana. Therefore, for the
establishment of prameya-padartha (knowable entities), the establishment of pramana itself
must be acknowledged. In response to this, Nagarjuna raises an objection: If the existence of
prameya is established through pramana, then how is the validity of the four pramanas (such
as pratyaksa, direct perception) established in the first place?? Nagarjuna critically examines
whether pramanas are established by themselves (svatah), by something else (paratah),
mutually (parasparatah), dependent on the knowable object (prameya-nirbhara) or whether
they arise spontaneously (akasmat). He systematically demonstrates that none of these
alternatives can successfully establish the validity of pramana. In this context, while
presenting his conclusions in the Vigrahavydavartani, Nagarjuna states,

"Naiva svatah prasiddhir na parasparatah pramanair va,

Na bhavati na ca prameyair na capy akasmat pramananam."

'. "Na sanndsanna cobhabhyam vilaksanam.

Catuskoti-vinir-muktam tattvam madhyamika viduh."— Madhyamaka—S'dlistamba, Stitra 9.
2. “Yadi ca pramanatas tesam tesam prasiddhir arthanam.

Tesam punah prasiddhim brithi katham te pramananam.”— Nagarjuna, Vigrahavyavartant, Sl - 31
?. Ibid, SI - 51
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That is, pramanas are not established svatah (by themselves), parasparatah
(mutually), or parapramanatah (by other pramanas). Furthermore, Nagarjuna attempts to
establish that they cannot be validated either by prameyas (knowable objects) or akasmat
(spontaneously). This karika from the Vigrahavyavartani aligns in meaning with the
following karika from the Millamadhyamakakarika,

"Na svato napi parato na dvabhyam napy ahetutah,
Utpanna jatu vidyante bhavah kvacana kecana."!

That means no existent entity (bhava-padartha) ever arises anywhere by itself
(svatah), by another (paratah), by both (dvabhyam), or without a cause (ahetutah). Therefore,
all bhava-padarthas are inherently devoid of intrinsic nature (svabhdava-sinya).

Let’s explain Nagarjuna’s argument in simpler terms. According to him, just as
prameya (the knowable object) is established through pramdana (means of knowledge),
pramana itself must be established before the establishment of prameya. Otherwise, it would
contradict the Nyaya principle that knowledge of an object arises through pramana
(pramanatah artha-pratipatti). This is because something unestablished (asiddha) can never
establish anything else. In this context, we can first consider whether pramana could be
established spontaneously (akasmadt). Such a claim is untenable since our direct experience
shows that nothing can come into existence spontaneously. Every established entity (siddhi)
necessarily depends on some cause (karana). Therefore, it cannot be said that pramana arises
spontaneously. If it did, there would be no distinction between a valid pramana-established
object and mere fallacious knowledge (pramanabhasa).

Nagarjuna also rejects the alternative that pramdana could be established by depending
on prameya (the knowable object). His argument is as follows: if pramana is established only
about prameya, then it would logically follow that the roles of pramana and prameya could
be reversed. This is because what establishes (sddhaka) is called pramana, and what is
established (sadhya) is called prameya. Since, in this case, pramana is being established by
prameya, prameya becomes the sadhaka, and pramana becomes the sadhya. Thus, an
inversion occurs between pramdana and prameya, leading to inconsistency.? Furthermore,
suggesting that pramana and prameya are mutually dependent does not resolve the problem.
Nagarjuna argues that if pramdana and prameya are interdependent for their establishment,
then neither can truly be established.® Since prameya remains unestablished (asiddha) before
being established by pramana, it cannot serve as a valid cause for the establishment of
pramana. Consequently, pramana cannot be established. Conversely, since pramana remains
asiddha before being established by prameya, it cannot serve as a valid cause for the
establishment of prameya. As a result, prameya also remains unestablished. Thus, if the
validity of pramana and prameya is made interdependent, it leads to the logical fallacy of
mutual dependence (anyonya-dsraya), rendering both invalid. In this context, Nagarjuna

. Nagarjuna, Millamadhyamakakarika, 1.1

. "Atha tu pramanasiddhir bhavatyapeksyaiva te prameyani.
Vyatyaya evam sati te dhruvam pramana-prameyanam.”- Nagarjuna, Vigrahavyavartani,
Verse 45.

. "Atha te pramanasiddhya prameyasiddhih prameyasiddhya ca.
Bhavati pramanasiddhir nastyabhayasyapi te siddhih.” - 1bid, Verse 46.
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states in the Vaidalyaprakarana that because pramana and prameya are mutually dependent,
they cannot be classified as existent (sat), non-existent (asat), or both existent and non-
existent (sad-asat).! His reasoning is as follows: for something to be designated as dependent
(sapeksa), it must belong to one of these three categories - existent, non-existent, or both
existent and non-existent. However, according to Nagarjuna, a non-existent entity, such as the
horn of a rabbit (sasa-sriga), cannot be dependent because it does not exist. Similarly, an
existing entity, such as a pot, if truly existent, would not require dependence on anything else
for its existence. The same logic applies to both existent and non-existent entities. Thus, if
pramana and prameya are mutually dependent, they ultimately become indefinable within the
categories of existent, non-existent, or both existent and non-existent, reinforcing
Nagarjuna’s argument for their fundamental emptiness (sinyata).

Just as pramdna cannot be established spontaneously (akasmat) or by the knowable
object (prameya), it also cannot be said to be self-existent (svatah siddha). Explaining this,
Nagarjuna argues that if pramanas were self-existent, then the opponent would have to accept
that pramanas are established independently of prameyas.”> This is because a self-existent
(svatah siddha) entity is not dependent on anything else for its establishment. However, if
pramana 1is established without dependence on prameya, then the question arises: What
exactly is it a pramana of?* The significance of pramana lies in its ability to establish
prameya, and it is precisely for this reason that the opponent (pirvapaksin) considers it a
valid means of knowledge (prama-karana). Moreover, according to the Nyaya school,
cognition (jriana) is never devoid of an object (nirvisayaka). Therefore, a pramana that is
independent of any prameya would be meaningless and unworthy of being called a pramana.
Consequently, pramanas cannot be regarded as self-existent entities in any way. Nagarjuna
explicitly states in the Vaidalyaprakarana that neither pramana nor prameya can be self-
existent (svatah siddha) since they are mutually dependent (paraspara-sapeksa), each serving
as the determinant (niyamaka) or means (sadhaka) for the other. In this way, both pramana
and prameya would simultaneously function as each other’s pramana and prameya, leading
to logical inconsistency.* In this way, Nagarjuna critically analyzes and refutes this
alternative proposed by the concerned opponent, demonstrating that it is not at all possible to
claim that pramanas are self-existent or svatahsiddha in an absolute sense.

The acceptance of pramana's dependent nature leads to the objection known as the
charge of Pramanantara-siddhi :

The objection of the charge of infinite regress or anavastha concerning pramanya
does not arise in the case of svatah-pramanyavada (the doctrine of self-existing knowledge).
However, this issue arises for those who advocate the doctrine that validity depends on

'. Nagarjuna, Vaidalyaprakarana, Fernand Tola and Carmen Dragonetti, (ed.), Motilal
Banarsidass, Delhi, 1995, p.59.

2 "Yadi svatas ca pramanasiddhir anapeksa tava prameyani.
Bhavati pramanasiddhir na parapeksa svatah siddhih." - Nagarjuna, Vigrahavyavartani,
Verse 40.

3. "Anapeksa hi prameyanarthan yadi te pramanasiddhir iti.
Na bhavanti kasyacid evam imani tani pramanani." - Ibid, Verse 41.

4, Nagarjuna, Vaidalyaprakarana, Fernand Tola and Carmen Dragonetti, (ed.), Motilal
Banarsidass, Delhi, 1995, p. 58.
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something external (paratah-pramanya). These proponents claim that the apprehension or
revelation of pramanya relies on another cognition, which leads them to face the infinite
regress objection regarding how that second cognition itself is established. In this context, the
Naiyayikas are particularly noteworthy. According to Nyaya philosophy, the validity of
knowledge (pramanya) is dependent (paratah). They argue that just as the manifestation of
knowledge relies on another cognition, the determination of its validity relies on a third type
of cognition. In Nyaya, an arising cognition remains unmanifest in its initial moment. In the
subsequent moment, a mental cognition occurs in the form of "aham janami"” (I know),
known as anubhyavasaya (reflexive awareness). Which makes the knowledge manifest.
However, even though knowledge is revealed by anubhyavasaya, its validity remains
concealed. The recognition of pramanya relies on a resultant cognition (phalajiiana). In this
regard, it is essential to analyze Nagarjuna’s critical stance as an apramanavadin (one who
rejects the independent validity of pramanas) and examine how the issue of pramanantara-
siddhi (the establishment of one pramana by another) and the objection_of anavastha (infinite
regress) are raised against the proponents of paratah-pramanya.

Nagarjuna argues that if the validity of pramanas (means of knowledge) is considered
paratah (dependent on another), two alternatives arise: either pramanas are validated
mutually or sequentially (by another pramana). He rejects both alternatives. Regarding the
first, perception (pratyaksa), inference (anumana), comparison (upamana), and testimony
(@gama) cannot be established by one another, as this would lead to mutual dependence
fallacy (amyonydsraya-dosa). The only remaining option is to accept that pramanas are
validated paratah, as held by the Naiyayikas, who argue that pramanas are validated by other
pramanas or Pramanantara. However, such a claim inevitably leads to the objection of
infinite regress (anavasthd) or the charge of Pramanantara-siddhi concerning the validation
of pramana by another pramana, which Nagarjuna uses to refute pramanavada (the theory of
valid knowledge). According to him, if a pramana is established by another pramana, then
the second pramana would require validation by a third, the third by a fourth, and so on, ad
infinitum. As a result, the flaw of infinite regress becomes inevitable in establishing the
pramanya (validity) of pramana. This is essentially known as the objection in the context of
pramanantara-siddhi. Thus, Nagarjuna demonstrates that the alternative of pramanas being
validated by other pramanas is also untenable. Now, the question arises—why is the problem
of infinite regress or anavasthd a problem at all ? In response to this, Nagarjuna stated in the
Vigrahavyavartani -

“Anairyadi-pramanaih pramandasiddhir bhavet tad-anavastha.
Nadeh siddhis tatrasti naiva madhyasya nantasya.”

That means, if one pramana requires another pramana for its establishment, then the
second pramana would require yet another pramana, and so on infinitely. In such an endless
sequence of pramanas, none can be considered the first (@di) pramana, as each one relies on
another for its validation. Consequently, a first pramana cannot be established. Without a
first pramana, it raises the question of what basis there is for designating other pramanas as
middle (madhya) or final (anta). In other words, if a first pramana does not exist, then neither

'. Nagarjuna, Vigrahavyavartani, Verse - 32.
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a middle nor a final pramana can exist at all. This is precisely the implication of Nagarjuna’s
argument. However, one may wonder why it is necessary to classify pramanas into first,
middle, and final at all. The reason is that if the middle pramana is not established based on
the first pramana, and the final pramana is not established based on the middle pramana,
then the establishment of prameya through that final (anta) pramana would be utterly
impossible.

Conclusion :

From the above discussions, it can ultimately be concluded that Indian philosophy
presents multiple debates and perspectives regarding pramana and its validity (pramanya).
Madhyamaka sinyavadins philosopher Nagarjuna, through his rigorous process of critical
analysis, demonstrates that the alternative of establishing pramana through another pramana
(paratah siddha) leads to the fallacy of infinite regress (anavastha-dosa), making it
unacceptable. His logical conclusion holds significant importance in the history of
philosophy, particularly known as the objection in the context of pramandantara-siddhi. So,
according to Nagarjuna, the existence of pramdana cannot be established through any
reasoning. Especially in opposition to the paratah-pramanyavada upheld by the Naiyayikas,
Nagarjuna’s argument of pramanantara-siddhi or the charge of infinite regress problem
becomes a firm obstacle. If pramana is not established, then the Naiyayikas' claim that
knowledge of any object (prameya) is determined by pramana becomes baseless. Moreover,
if the existence of pramana itself is not established, then no knowledge—whether of objects
or metaphysical truths (fatthajiiana) - can be possible. Consequently, the ultimate goal of
moksa-prapti pursued by the Naiyayikas becomes unattainable.

It is particularly noteworthy that Nagarjuna, by highlighting the problem of infinite
regress or the endless cycle inherent in determining the validity of pramana, opens up new
avenues for philosophical inquiry. His view suggests that if the validity of one pramana
depends on another, then proving the validity of that second pramana would require yet
another pramdana, leading to an infinite regress with no definite beginning or end. Within this
endless sequence, the independent validation of any single pramana becomes impossible.

Thus, from Nagarjuna’s critical analysis, the key lesson to be drawn against a one-
sided pramana-vada in Indian philosophy is that the validity of pramana and its dependence
encounter an intrinsic problem - one that remains trapped in an eternal cycle. This, in turn,
introduces a new dimension in philosophical analysis and rational discourse, prompting a
deeper, more critical perspective on the nature and validity of pramana. On one hand, this
leads to the negation of the independent existence of pramana, while on the other, it calls for
further profound inquiry and debate regarding the very nature and legitimacy of pramana
itself.
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ABSTRACT

One of the most important works on governance and foreign policy in ancient India,
Kautilya’s Arthasastra offers ideas that are still relevant today. The sadgunya theory or the
six-fold policy is supposed to be the core of Kautilya’s diplomatic philosophy and consists of
six strategic stances- sandhi, vigraha, asana, yana, samsraya and dvaidhibhava. This paper
examines the theoretical constructs and practical applicability of the six-fold policy as
outlined in the Arthasdastra, placing it within the ancient geopolitical context. Additionally, it
evaluates how these doctrines continue to influence contemporary diplomatic and strategic
approaches. This paper demonstrates the ongoing significance of Kautilya’s political acumen
in comprehending the current global order by drawing comparisons between his framework
and contemporary behaviours including alliance formation, deterrent tactics, international
collaboration, etc.

Keywords : Kautilya, Arthasastra, Sixfold Diplomacy, Contemporary World.

Introduction :

The Arthasastra is regarded as a classic work on Indian politics and diplomacy.
Kautilya is considered as its author.! Since the time of the Vedas, political thought has
existed. The great epics also contain insightful political theories. However, political ideas

! sukhagrahanavijiieyarh tattvarthapadani$citam/
kautilyena krtarh $astrarh vimuktagranthavistaram arthasastra// Arthasastra - /1, Pp. 20.
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take on a broad form throughout the era of Manu and they crystallise during the period of
Kautilya. P.V. Kane highlights that the work’s careful topic arrangement and unified design
give the impression that it was created by a single, brilliant mind.! The Arthasastra is a
priceless source of information about ancient India’s administrative systems, diplomacy,
economy, social norms, legal system, treasury etc. Even now, the techniques of Kautilya can
be applied for effective administration in various situations with a few minor modifications.

Kautilya’s diplomacy displays his profound understanding of the dynamic nature of
international relations, where flexibility and strategy are essential instruments for
guaranteeing national security and influence. His approach to diplomacy balances moral
principles with practical statecraft, counselling leaders to act based on possibilities,
capabilities and current circumstances rather than strict ideologies. Kautilya’s idea of Sixfold
Diplomacy is still important in today’s dynamic global environment, which is characterized
by shifting alliances, economic interdependence and persistent power rivalries. The concepts
found in this ancient paradigm align strongly with contemporary doctrines of realism, balance
of power and strategic negotiation.

The Sixfold Diplomacy of Kautilya :

Ancient kingdoms were employed in the six-fold diplomatic strategy to uphold
territorial harmony and foster diplomatic ties. The measures of the six-fold diplomacy include
sandhi, vigraha, asana, yana, samsraya and dvaidhibhava. °> Sandhi means peace, vigraha
refers to pursuing a military strategy, upholding a neutral policy is known as asana, yana
means marching, samsraya refers to seeking temporary residence and dvaidhibhava refers to
two-tiered policy. Vatavyadhi’s six-fold policy framework uses two different approaches-
sandhi and vigraha.> However, Kautilya approaches the policy framework differently from
his predecessor Vatavyadhi. He recognizes six different approaches since these policies might
be applied in a variety of contexts. Since each policy is unique, it makes sense that the ways
in which they are applied will also differ. In Kautilya’s view, the idea of the circle of state is
the foundation of the six-fold policy. When external support is required to achieve success,
states should take an effective approach, pursue peace with friendly powers while launching
military operations against adversaries; a weaker state should adopt a neutral stance; a state
with sufficient strength and capabilities should take military action against its opponent; and
a state lacking sufficient defensive capabilities should form an alliance with a powerful state
to be protected.* This demonstrates unequivocally that Kautilya was a skilled diplomatist who
used to adapt his actions to the circumstances.

Sandhi :

The sandhi policy serves as a key component of effective diplomacy. Sandhi is a
peaceful agreement with clear conditions. The importance of treatises as mutual
understandings was highlighted in ancient Indian scriptures. The term sandhi refers to an

. History of Dharmasastra,p - 93.

?. sandhivigrahasanayanasamérayadvaidhibhavah sadgunyam ityacaryah/ Arthasastra,VI11.2,p.681.

. dvaigunyam iti vatavyadhih sandhivigrahabhyam hi sadgunyar sampadyat iti/ /bid.,

. parasmaddhiyamanah sarmdadhit...sahayasadhye karye dvaidhibhavarh gacchet/ Ibid.,VIL.Lp.682.
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agreement based on mutual commitments: “if you do this for me, I will do this for you.”! In
this context, sandhi refers to a partnership in which benefits and commitments are directly
connected. Treaty policy is a useful way to avoid conflict.> A king ought to apply the six-fold
policy in order to increase their power. Kautilya’s statecraft ideas emphasize on the value of
forming alliances with forces that are either superior or equal.’ Kautilya’s work outlines four
distinct phases for assessing the effectiveness of sandhi. The first phase of diplomatic
measures focuses on conciliatory methods and other peaceful negotiation. In the second
phase, the treaty is still being implemented and its provisions are enforced through the agency
of a common friend. In the third phase, one party violates the peace deal through the agency
of double agents and spies. The final phase involves a renewed diplomatic attempt by
concentrating on reconciliation with a subordinate or ally group who had broken the
conditions of the agreement.* This suggests that from the time of Kautilya to till now the
sandhi policy is aimed at ending war situation and creating a peaceful atmosphere.

Vigraha :

The Arthasastra highlights the importance of vigraha in diplomatic strategy. It is an
essential component of statecraft that emphasizes the importance of military power and war
in the pursuit of a kingdom’s objectives. Kautilya recommends that a king should declare war
when his realm has a significant number of soldiers and agriculture collectives, the geography
of the area is marked by a variety of elements including forests, rivers and secure forts with
single entrances, fortifications in the area served a barrier against hostile attacks; the presence
of fortresses border ensured the kingdom’s protection against enemy threats; the monarch’s
past experience with disasters gives him a unique opportunity to successfully counterattack
his adversaries, if the king’s enemy is attacked by another ruler, the monarch can lure his
subjects to move to his realm; by taking this approach, one can lead to success by
implementing a policy of war.’

Yana:

Yana indicates a carefully planned and implemented military strategy aimed at
achieving particular tactical goals. Yana shows how marching is an essential component for
the preparation of war. When the monarch discovers that his adversary is having problems;
no remedy is available to lighten the issues faced by people; the subjects of the enemy who
suffer from poor governance, economic hardship, disaffection, internal conflicts and become
disunited; when a kingdom is affected by calamities, including fires, floods, pandemics- in
that situation he will march after declaring war.® When a quick and solo victory is within

. India as known to Panini,p.401.

2 Tatra panabandhh sandhil/ Arthasastra,VI11.1,p.681.

. Samajyayobhyam sandhiyet/ hinena vigrhniyat// Ibid.,VI1.3,p.694.

. Sandherkrtacikirsa krtaslesanarh krtavidiisanamavasirnakriya ca/ Ibid.,p.721.

. Yadi va pasyet-‘ayudhiyaprayah $renaprayo va me janapadah $ailavananadidurgaikadvararakso va
$aksyati parabhiyogam pratithantumiti, visayante durgamavisahyamapasrito va §aksyami
parakarmanyupahantumiti, vyasanapidopahatotsaho va parah sampraptakarmopaghatakala iti,
vigrhitasyanyatau va §aksyami janapadamapavahayitum’ iti vigrahe sthito vrddhimatistet/
Arthasastra,V11.1,p.686.

. Yada va pasyet-‘vyasani parah, prakrtivyasanar vasya $esaprakrtibhirpratikaryam, svacakrapidita
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reach, a king may decide to declare head-on attack after proclaiming war against their
opposing forces situated in the rear.! An effective yana can help a monarch in gaining more
territory, wealth and resources, as well as improving his leadership in both war and
diplomacy.

Asana :

Asana or neutrality is one of the six-fold policies that a monarch can use to deal with
his enemies. It is also known as sthdna (staying quiet) and upeksana (inattention).> When the
king determines that his military capabilities are equivalent to those of his opponent; the king
believes that if the enemy decides to fight they will ultimately suffer greater loses, and which
will free up the king to concentrate on his governance and enhance his prosperity in such
scenario, the king should take the policy of neutrality.? It allows a monarch to avoid conflict,
gain time, keep his foreign policy flexible so on.

Samsraya :

The concept of samsraya involves the act of seeking refuge or protection from a
greater or more stable entity, which can bring a certain level of safety or security. When a
ruler lacks the military means to protect his kingdom against hostile aggression or lacks the
strength to do harm, he must create an alliance with a more powerful king to ensure
protection against destruction and promote progress.* In the absence of a protective entity, he
can seek refuge inside the fort settled by powerful group of men who are there to defend it
and equipped supplies and stocks.’ Sarisraya is a authorised plan for a powerless ruler to
employ when faced with a stronger adversary. It is a crucial tactic for a weaker ruler to live
and thrive in a harsh environment. This policy protects, restores strength, prevents
devastation, preserves sovereignty for the weaker ruler.

Dvaidhibhava :

The term dvaidhibhava refers to the practice of double-dealing in which an individual
or entity displays two contrasting sides of purpose. When a king can make peace with one
entity in order to get access to their resources while, simultaneously waging war against
another to offset their hostile activities and advance his own interests and prosperity within
the geo-political environment- in that case the monarch should pursue a double policy.®

virakta vasya prakrtayah kar$ita nirutsarnhah parasparad bhinnah sakya lobhayitum
agnyudakavyadhi- marakadurbhiksnimittaksnayugyapurusanicayaraksavidhanah parah’ iti, tada
vigrhya yayat/ Ibid.,VIL.4,pp.705-706.

. yada va falamekaharyamalpakalarh pasyet, tada parsnigrahasarabhyam vigrhya yayat/ Ibid.,p.706.

. sthanamasanamupeksanarm cetyasanaparyayah/ Ibid.,p.701.

. yadi va manyet-‘na me $aktah parah karmanyupahaturh naharm tasya karmopaghati va,
vyasanamasya, §vavarahayoriva kalahe va svakarmanusthanaparo va vardhisye’ ityasanena
vrddhimatisthet/ Ibid.,VII.1,p.686.

. yadi va manyet-‘nasti §aktah parakarmanyupahanturh, svakarmopagatam va tratum’ iti
balavantamasritah svakarmanusthanena ksyat sthanarh sthanad vrddhirh cakamkset/
Artha$astra, VIL.1,p.687.

. sahayabhave durgamasrayet, yatramitrah prabhiitasainyo’pi bhaktayavasendhanodakoparodham na
kuryat, svarh ca ksyavyayabhyar yujet/ Ibid.,VII.15,p.792.

. yadi va manyet-‘sandhinaikatah svakarmani pravartayisyami vigrahenaikatah
parakarmanyupahani$ami’ iti dvaidhibhavena vrddhimatisthet/ Ibid., VIL. 1,p.687.
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Despite his superior positions, a ruler should implement a dual policy when he is certain that
he can achieve his goals via a combination of peaceful and military measures.!
Contemporary Implementation of Kautlya’s Sixfold policy :

Kautilya’s sandhi strategy from the sddgumya framework can be seen as a
contemporary reflection of India’s foreign policy under the Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
the current global political climate. The practical implementation of Kautilya’s sandhi
concept is demonstrated by PM Modi’s emphasis on developing peaceful and cooperative
relations with South Asian countries as well as fostering strategic connections with major
powers like the United States, Russia and Japan. Far from being token gestures of goodwill,
these alliances strengthen India’s economic roots, protect national security and improve
international relations.? India launched Operation Meghdoot in 1984 to take sovereignty over
the Siacher Glacier, which is a contemporary application of Kautilya’s vigraha doctrine.’ In
keeping with Kautilya’s vision, India in the contemporary era continues to improve its
defence preparedness through technical innovation and strengthening of strategic alliances.
The 1964 memorandum of understanding between India and the United States, which gave
India $50 million in military assistance and additional credit for defence purchases,
demonstrates the usefulness of Kautilya’s yana principle in contemporary diplomatic
strategy.* Nehru’s plea to .both the United States and the Soviet Union to stop nuclear testing
and advance disarmament shows a modern manifestation of Kautilya’s Asana policy. During
the chaotic environment of the Cold War, India maintained its role as a advocate of peace by
being neutral and non-aligned.” Nehru’s concept of seeking assistance based on mutual
respect rather than reliance is consistent with Kautilya’s samsraya ideology within the
sadgunya, since both encourage strategic partnership with stronger powers while maintaining
national autonomy.® In modern diplomacy, India’s approach towards Pakistan resembles the
strategy of dvaidhibhdva, which involves both engagement and confrontation. India’s pursuit
of negotiation while carrying out surgical strikes in reaction to the terrorist attack in Uri in
2016 demonstrated this dual strategy.’

Conclusion :

Kautilya’s concept of sadgunya still provides a useful and thorough framework for
comprehending how states manage their strategic interests. His emphasis on adaptability,
strategic vision and ethical governance offers timeless advice for contemporary policymakers
attempting to balance moral principles with practical state objectives. As its core, Kautilya’s
Sixfold Diplomacy argues that a successful foreign policy necessitates controlled flexibility-

!. sandhinaikato vigrahenaikata$cet karyasiddhirh pasyet, jyayanapi dvaidhibhiitastisthediti/
1bid.,V1I. 3, Pp. 696.

. Kajari, Kamal, Kautilya's Arthasastra: Strategic Cultural Roots of India’s Contemporary Statecraft,
Pp.158.

3. V. P. Dutt, India’s Foreign Policy un a Changing World,p.121.

. Tanvi Madan, Fateful Triangle: How China Shaped U.S.-India Relations During the Cold
War,pp.171-172.

. Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s Foreign Policy,p.202.

®. Kajari, Kamal, Kautilya s Arthasastra: Strategic Cultural Roots of India’s Contemporary
Statecraft,p.40.

7. Ibid.,p.170.
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changing direction when needed while being dedicated to national goals. His ideas are still
relevant today, emphasizing that true statecraft results from the combination of moral insights
and strategic discernment.
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ABSTRACT

Draupadi, one of the central figures in the Mahabharata, is often studied primarily as
a pivotal narrative catalyst or a symbol of female virtue and resilience. However, in classical

Sanskrit Mahakavya, particularly in Bharavi’s Kiratarjuniyam, she emerges as a distinctly
political actor whose strategic intelligence, ethical discernment, and assertive agency
contribute significantly to the narrative and the unfolding of political events. This paper
explores Draupadi’s political persona, analysing how Bharavi represents her as a morally
and intellectually active participant in the affairs of kings and warriors. Through her
dialogues, interactions, and decisions, Draupadi demonstrates a nuanced understanding of
rajadharma (the ethical and political duties of rulers), asserting influence over both personal
and state-level decisions. The study aims to situate Draupadi not merely as a literary heroine
but as an active political figure whose actions reflect the intersections of gender, power, and
ethics in classical Sanskrit literature.

Keywords : Draupadi, Bharavi, Kiratarjuniyam, Political Persona, Rajadharma, Sanskrit
Mahakavya, Female Agency, Ethics and Governance.

Introduction :

In Sanskrit literature, female characters often occupy spaces defined by emotional,
relational, or moral significance. Draupadi, however, transcends these conventional roles in
both epic and Mahakavyatic representations. In Bharavi’s Kiratarjuniyam, her portrayal
emphasizes not only her moral authority but also her strategic political acumen. The
Mahakavya, set against the backdrop of post-exile tensions and the epic conflict between the
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Pandavas and the Kauravas, positions Draupadi as a character whose insight, diplomacy, and
ethical judgment significantly shape political and martial outcomes.

Bharavi’s approach in his writings situates Draupadi at the intersection of gender and
political authority. Through her interventions, the Mahakavya presents her as a participant in
governance, policy discourse, and ethical adjudication. This study examines Draupadi’s
political persona in Kiratarjuniyam, exploring how Bharavi’s literary treatment engages with
classical notions of rajadharma while simultaneously redefining female agency.

Objectives :
e To analyse Draupadi’s role as a political actor in Kiratarjuniyam.
e To explore how Bharavi portrays her ethical and strategic acumen in decision-making.
e To examine the intersection of gender and political power in her character.
e To situate Draupadi’s persona in the broader discourse of rajadharma and governance
in Sanskrit literature.
e To compare Bharavi’s portrayal with traditional epic depictions of Draupadi.
Draupadi as a Political Actor :

In Kiratarjuniyam, Draupadi emerges as a figure of notable political intelligence and
ethical discernment. Unlike the more restrained portrayals in the Mahabharata, where her
role is often confined to moral protest or symbolic suffering, Bharavi highlights her as an
active participant in shaping political and military strategies. Her dialogues reveal an acute
awareness of the fragile balance of power between the Pandavas and the Kauravas, as well as
a capacity to evaluate the motives and abilities of rulers, advisers, and warriors with critical
precision'.

Draupadi’s counsel to Yudhisthira and Arjuna illustrates her role as more than a
passive bystander. She advises Yudhisthira on adopting timely and decisive strategies,
pointing out the dangers of excessive forbearance in the face of injustice’. With Arjuna, she
emphasizes not only the necessity of martial valor but also the ethical and political
consequences of his choices. Such interventions mark her as a political counsellor whose
voice carries weight in determining the course of dynastic and military events>.

Bharavi’s emphasis on Draupadi’s strategic intelligence elevates her beyond the
conventional image of a queen bound by personal grievances. Her interventions are not
driven by ambition or private vendetta but are oriented toward safeguarding dharma and
ensuring the stability of governance. In this way, she exemplifies the role of a political and

' B o FEer: e et Aty 3 7 6 |
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ethical adviser whose judgments resonate with the classical concept of rajadharma—the
ideal of rule rooted in justice, responsibility, and the welfare of the polity'.

Through Draupadi, Bharavi reconfigures the possibilities of female participation in
political discourse. She is not only the moral conscience of the narrative but also a strategist
whose insights guide the pursuit of righteous power, bridging the domains of ethics and
statecraft.

Ethical Dimensions and Rajadharma :

Rajadharma, as outlined in classical Sanskrit texts, involves the ruler’s duty to uphold
justice, protect subjects, and act ethically even in complex political circumstances. Draupadi
embodies these principles through her guidance and actions. She highlights the moral
implications of political choices and insists on adherence to dharma in negotiation and
warfare?.

For instance, in Kiratarjuniyam, Draupadi’s counsel to the Pandavas reflects a
balance of pragmatism and morality. She recognizes the necessity of tactical decisions while
grounding her advice in dharmic principles. Bharavi’s literary strategy thus positions her as a
mediator between ethics and power, enhancing her political persona.

Dialogue and Negotiation as Tools of Political Agency :

Bharavi employs dialogue as a medium to highlight Draupadi’s political acumen. Her
exchanges with kings, ministers, and warriors reveal her deep understanding of power
dynamics, alliances, and strategic consequences. By negotiating terms, advising on wartime
strategies, and asserting her viewpoint, Draupadi exercises a form of soft power that
complements the martial and administrative authority of male rulers>.

Her eloquence, clarity of thought, and ethical grounding make her a formidable
political presence in the Mahakavya. She navigates the patriarchal structures of the court,
influencing outcomes without direct command, demonstrating that political authority in
classical literature can operate through moral and intellectual agency as much as through
hierarchical power.

Gender and Political Power :

Draupadi’s portrayal in Sanskrit literature provides a complex and multilayered
perspective on the intersections of gender and political authority. In the Mahabharata, she is
undeniably a central figure whose fate catalyses some of the most decisive moments of the
epic. Yet, despite her centrality, her role is often circumscribed by the conventions of
patriarchal narrative. She is depicted as a victim of circumstances, most notably in the
episode of her disrobing in the Kaurava court, where her humiliation becomes the symbolic
ground for war. She is also shown as a moral exemplar, appealing to Dharma and questioning
the legitimacy of the dice game. However, these interventions, while powerful, are framed
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within the register of morality rather than political calculation. She serves as the voice of
conscience, reminding her husbands of their obligations and critiquing the elders for their
silence, but her influence on actual policy or strategy remains limited'.

Bharavi’s Kiratarjuniyam reimagines this narrative dynamic by presenting Draupadi
not simply as a symbol of suffering or moral voice but as an active political agent. In this
kavya, she is more directly engaged in discussions about political action, military strategy,
and the obligations of kingship. Her counsel to Arjuna, for example, emphasizes the
importance of decisive action, valor, and the pursuit of justice through strength. She
encourages him not to be paralyzed by despair or hesitation but to embrace his role as a
warrior and a leader. In doing so, Draupadi becomes more than a passive figure awaiting
rescue or vindication; she asserts herself as a participant in shaping the trajectory of events.

This expanded role carries significant implications for how gender and political power
are represented in classical Sanskrit literature. By granting Draupadi a voice in strategic and
political decision-making, Bharavi challenges the assumption that governance and political
wisdom are exclusively the domains of men. Her authority does not derive solely from her
identity as a wife or queen but from her capacity to analyze situations, anticipate outcomes,
and influence the conduct of rulers. Through her interventions, military engagements are
reframed, royal policies reconsidered, and dynastic futures recalibrated. In this sense,
Draupadi’s agency widens the conceptual boundaries of female political participation within
the literary imagination of the classical period.

Bharavi’s depiction can be read as a deliberate literary strategy within the mahakavya
tradition. The kavya genre often sought not only to retell epic material but also to refine and
reinterpret it, aligning characters and events with the ethical and aesthetic concerns of its age.
By foregrounding Draupadi’s political wisdom, Bharavi integrates gender with governance,
highlighting that ethical judgment and strategic insight are not gendered attributes but human
ones. This repositioning elevates the female voice from the peripheries of moral exhortation
to the center of political deliberation.

The implications of this are twofold. First, Draupadi’s character becomes a vehicle for
questioning the rigid divisions of authority between men and women in political life. Second,
her enhanced role reflects an evolving literary sensibility that recognized the intellectual and
moral capacities of women, even if such recognition remained largely within the realm of
poetic imagination rather than social reality. By situating Draupadi as a political actor,
Bharavi does not merely retell an epic tale; he re-envisions the contours of gendered power,
proposing that wisdom and governance can—and should - include female voices.

Literary Techniques in Bharavi’s Portrayal :
Bharavi employs several literary techniques to underscore Draupadi’s political persona:
1. Dialogic Exposition : Through extended dialogues, her reasoning and strategic
insights are highlighted.
2. Ethical Juxtaposition : Draupadi’s moral reasoning contrasts with the often
pragmatic or impulsive decisions of male characters.
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3. Mahakavyic Tension : Her interventions create ethical and political dilemmas,
enhancing narrative tension while showcasing her agency.

4. Symbolic Representation : Draupadi embodies the principle of dharma in
governance, acting as a moral compass for rulers.

These techniques collectively elevate her from a narrative catalyst to a central political
figure whose ethical judgment shapes outcomes.

Comparison with Epic Depictions :

In the Mahabharata, Draupadi’s political presence is significant, but it is frequently
framed within the larger patriarchal structures of power. She appears as a crucial figure
whose destiny becomes entangled with the fate of the Pandavas, yet her interventions are
often overshadowed by her role as a moral exemplar, a victim of injustice, or the object of
dispute. For instance, her humiliation in the Kaurava court during the episode of the dice
game becomes the turning point of the epic, not because of her autonomous political action,
but because it compels her husbands and elders to confront the moral failure of the
established order. Similarly, her appeal to Dharma in that assembly emphasizes her role as a
voice of justice, but not necessarily as a strategist shaping policy. In this sense, the
Mahabharata situates Draupadi within the moral economy of the text rather than giving her
full political agency.

Bharavi’s Kiratarjuniyam, however, offers a literary reworking that expands
Draupadi’s political voice and foregrounds her as a participant in the shaping of strategy. In
Bharavi’s narrative, Draupadi is not only the wife who demands vengeance or the symbol of
dishonour seeking redress; she emerges as an active political thinker. Her counsel to Arjuna
is marked by clarity, foresight, and the articulation of larger political goals. She encourages
decisive action, urging him not to abandon his duties or the obligations of kingship. Here,
Draupadi’s voice takes on a sharper strategic tone than in the Mahabharata, as she insists on
the necessity of assertion and power in the face of humiliation and oppression. This shift
represents a deliberate aesthetic choice by Bharavi to elevate her role beyond the moral
register to that of political agency.

Such a transformation suggests what may be called a Mahakavyaturgical intent—a
purposeful reconfiguration of epic material within the kavya tradition to foreground new
dimensions of character and theme. By amplifying Draupadi’s political wisdom, Bharavi’s
text reflects the evolving literary and ethical sensibilities of its age. Unlike the epic, where
her role is mediated through the actions of her husbands, the Kiratarjuniyam assigns her a
more independent voice that actively guides decision-making. This indicates that classical
poets were not merely repeating inherited narratives, but creatively reshaping them to
highlight alternative moral and political visions.

Moreover, Draupadi’s expanded agency in Bharavi’s work resonates with the broader
cultural ethos of the kavya tradition, which often sought to refine, aestheticize, and morally
reinterpret epic material. By giving prominence to a female figure’s political wisdom,
Bharavi simultaneously critiques the silencing of such voices in earlier traditions and affirms
the possibility of shared political deliberation between men and women. This does not mean
that Draupadi becomes a fully emancipated political agent in modern terms, but it does reflect
a literary experimentation with gendered voices in political discourse.
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Thus, a comparative reading reveals that while the Mahabharata primarily emphasizes
Draupadi as the moral conscience of the epic, Bharavi’s Kiratarjuniyam transforms her into
an articulate political strategist. This shift underscores the dynamic ways in which classical
Sanskrit literature reinterpreted epic characters, allowing them to embody new dimensions of
wisdom and power according to the demands of poetic and ethical imagination.

Conclusion :

Bharavi’s Kiratarjuniyam presents Draupadi as a compelling political figure whose
agency is exercised through ethical reasoning, strategic insight, and persuasive dialogue. Her
persona demonstrates the intersection of gender, power, and dharma, offering a nuanced
understanding of political participation in Sanskrit literature. By analyzing her political
persona, we recognize the potential for female characters to embody leadership, influence
governance, and shape the moral and political fabric of classical narratives.

Draupadi’s characterization in Bharavi’s Mahakavya thus provides a critical lens for
examining rajadharma, ethics, and political wisdom, challenging conventional boundaries of
gendered authority in ancient literary and philosophical discourse.
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ABSTRACT

The Manusmrti occupies a pre-eminent position within the Dharmasdstra tradition
and continues to influence ethical thought and social practices across India. Manu, the
author of Manusmrti has enumerated some important virtues viz., steadfastness, forgiveness,
respect for the elders, astreyam, tolerance, purity, charity, application of intellect, self-
knowledge, truthfulness, non-violence etc. in the Manusmrti beautifully encompassing
various interpretations, which are most essential for every individual to form a good society.
These virtues are represented not merely as religious prescriptions but as essential
foundations for shaping individual character and sustaining social order. This paper
critically examines the ethical principles articulated by Manu, analyses their philosophical
basis, and explores their continued relevance in contemporary society. The study argues that
the virtues enumerated in the Manusmrti possess universal value and have enduring
significance for the promotion of human welfare and harmonious social living.

Keywords : Manusmrti, Good Conduct, Non-violence, Truthfulness, Charity.

Aims and Objectives of the Study :

e To identify and analyse the ethical virtues described in the Manusmrti.

e To explore the role of ethical virtues in regulating human conduct and sustaining

social harmony.
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e To assess the contemporary relevance of Manu’s ethical prescriptions in shaping
personal and societal values.
e To analyse how virtues such as forgiveness, honesty, tolerance, and self-knowledge
contribute to a disciplined and moral way of living.
Introduction :

The Manusmrti occupies a foremost position in Indian Dharmasdastra literature. Most
of the people in India are virtually influenced by the Manusmyrti. If there arises any
controversy regarding caste system, position and status of women and various social, judicial
and sacramental mater, it only referred to Manu. It has been mentioned by Kullika on his
commentary that whatever Manu has said, they all are considered as medicine.! Because
Manu has touched almost every aspect of human life from birth to death, the social life, the
political life, the duties of a house holder, the duties of a king and so forth. Manu always tried
to bind the social system in a disciplined manner by means of various codes of conduct which
have a deep moral, spiritual and ethical value. Thus, to guide a person a right direction in life
and to form a better society Manu has mentioned some virtues. These are- Steadfastness,
forgiveness, respect for the elders, astreyam, tolerance, purity, charity etc.

In the first chapter of Manusmyti, acharya Manu has mentioned that good conduct is
the ultimate rule of life.> Moral conduct regards the most important principle of moral life. To
support this, Manu says that the person who is attached with moral conduct and rules, he
must achieve the entire fruits of karma or good action.® In the Manusmrti, acarya Manu
depicts some important moral conducts. Such as :

Good Conduct - It is one of the important virtue for upholding human interest.
According to Manu, good conduct means sadacara that has been handed down after
generation by generation among the twice-born castes and the mixed castes.* In the
Visnupurana, it is stated that sadacara i.e., good conduct means the conduct of the virtuous
people. Manu has mentioned that good conduct is the root for progress of life and it has a
positive role in moulding human character. One can achieved the desired objects through
good conduct and one is condemned in this world and suffers perpetual misery.” Manu
considers good conduct as the highest virtue. The twice-borns should always follow the
rules of good conduct.®

Respect for the Elders - It is a great virtue. Manu has said that one who pays respect
to the elders and serves them faithfully, gets a long life and achieves success in life.” Respect
to elders is an essential condition for a healthy human society. Manu says that an young man
who constantly gives honour and respect to the aged persons, he must obtain an increase of

. manurvai yadkificidavadattadbhhesajam bhesajataya / Kulluika Commentary on Manusmyti, 1.1.
. acarh paramo dharmah. Manusmrti, 1.108.

. acarena tu samyuktah sampurnaphalabhag bhaver. Manusmyti, 1.109.

. tasmin des$e ya acarah ... sa sadacara ucyate // Manusmyti,11.18.

. acarallabhate hyayuh ... duracaro hi puruso loke bhavati minditah / Manusmyti,4.156-157.

6. Manusmrti,1.108.

7. Ibid., 2.121.
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four things, viz. Long life, i.e., paramayu , knowledge i.e., vidya , fame i.e., yasa and strength
i.e., vala etc.! thus a man who is morally right he must achieve the above mentioned virtues.

Sweet speech or kind speech - Sweet word or kind speech is the key thing for moral
behaviour. Thus, acarya Manu suggests being a moral person, people must honour their
guests with grass sit, ground or plot, drinking water and most important is sweet speech.?

In this context, Manu is trying to understand the common people that a hospitable
treatment of a deserving guest gives a person wealth, fame, long life and happiness.?

Happiness - Happiness is a most important ethical value. The western philosopher,
Mill's concept about happiness is: it is the key value for a moral life. A happy of joyful
person achieves everything from his life. Acarya Manu also describes that people must do
that work or actions which create happiness and contentment. Thus, Manu says that perform
only such deeds which creates happiness in the soul.* So, a happy person does the action
which makes him happy.®

Truthfulness in speech- For upholding dharma in the society, truthfulness in speech
is one of the essential requirements. Manu is conscious of advocating the truthfulness in
speech. Truthfulness has some eternal power itself. The Upanisads believe that one can win
only through the power of truth not through the falsehood. Truth triumphs over untruth. This
is an essential requirement to attain the ultimate reality.® Manu has mentioned that only truth
purifies the mind and one should utter only those words which are refined by truth. In the
society, only truth increases trust among the people and falsehood increases betrayal. Manu
holds that if one has desire for virtue, he should always use sweet words.” He also should
maintain truthfulness in his speech as well as sweetness. Also, Manu advised to speak the
pleasant truth, but not to speak an unpleasant truth. So, it can be said that, there is no virtue
superior to truth and no voice heavier than falsehood.

Non-violence - Non-violence or non-injury to other i. e., ahimsa is such an ideal
which sustain some other nobel ideals in human mind; viz., forgiveness, compassion, truth
etc. and above all it purify the mind. Every Indian child is brought up to respect life, and not
to use violence towards other human beings. Taittiriya Upanisad also mentions - let us not to
be hostile to each other.® According to Padmapurdna, ahinmsa i.e., non-violence is considered
as the best dharma and tapas.® Manu gives some lenient view towards not killing and taking
of animals flesh. This view of Manu is also evident from the fact while he advocates that the

. abhivadanas$ilasya nityam vrddhopasevinah/catvari tasya varddhante ayurdharmo yaso valam.
Manusmrti, 2.121.

. trnani bhiimirudakam vak caturthi ca stinrta / etanyapi satamgehe nocchidyante kadacana.
Manusmrti, 3/101.

. dhanyam yasasyamayusyam vatithiptijanam. Manusmrti, 3.106.

. yat karma kurvato asya syat paritoso antaratmanah/tat pryatnena kurvita. Manusmrti, 4.161.

. santosarh paramasthaya sukharthi sarhyato bhavet. Manusmrti, 4.12.

. satyameva jayati nanrtam... yatra tat satyasya paramarn nidhanarh / Mundaka Upanisad, 3.1.6.

. vakcaiva mathura §laksna proyajya dharmamicchata / Manusmyti, 11.159.

. anyo’nyar tu na hirhsratah / Taittiriva Aranyaka, 1.6.1, Quoted from the Samskrtasitktisamuccayah,
vol. 4, p. 86.

. Ahirhsa paramo dharmo hyahirsaiva pararh tapah / Sargakhanda of the Padmapurana, 15, p.857,
ed. by Kedarnath Bhaktivinod.
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merit resulted from non-taking of meat and hundred asvamedha sacrifices
performed in a consecutive order is equal.! It is also mentioned that merit acquired by non-
eating of meat is even superior to that of the merit acquired by living on fruits, bulb and food
grains.” The etymological significance of Manu’s work mdrisa (flesh or meat) reflects his
extreme devotion towards non-violence. Manu says whose flesh I eat in this life, he will it my
flesh in the next life and this is the essential attributes of flesh.?

Dharma - According to Manu, dharma is nothing else but certain righteous human
conduct approved by the Vedic sanctions and Smrtis. Which has been praised and practiced
by the wise.*

Manu indicates that dharma 1.e., moral virtues and karma are indicative of certain
moral standards and prevailing social norms.> Manu’s concept of dharma is entirely duty
oriented which is a necessary condition for uplifting the interest of human welfare. Dharma is
a moral force. It motivates the individual to perform his duty in a righteous way. Otherwise, it
is the right conducts of the four social orders i.e., varnas in their different stages of life.
According to Manu, there are ten characteristics of dharma that should be preserved by one
who follows the four stages of life. These ten characteristics of dharma are perseverance,
forbearance, non-attachment to worldly things, non-stealing, purity, sense control, wisdom,
knowledge, truthfulness and control over anger® These are some universal concepts that are
very much helpful in guiding one in the right direction. And these common virtues are much
needed in our present society. In the Manusmrti, the word dharma is often used in several
senses among these, the following two senses of this word are noteworthy in maintaining the
interest of mankind. The first one is, dharma represents justice or righteousness. And the
second one is, dharma represents duty, the duty of the every member belongs to the four
social orders.

Forgiveness - People must learn to forgive their worst enemies. Because there is
no one who is hostile to them; it is only their past karmas that come back to haunt them
through persons or situations they perceive as hostile. The practice of forgiveness helps to
widen the vision, which leads to realization of oneness in the whole creation.

Honesty - Honesty is one of the universal virtues that plays an important role in the
upliftment of human values. Honesty represents certain virtues which tend to moral and
intellectual growth and lead a person to the path of righteousness. According to Manu,
honesty remains in good conduct. The rules of Manu for the conduct of the four stages of life
for different social orders, the rules framed for the conduct of a king and all other rules that
are framed for regulating the conduct of social and individual life highly uphold honesty in

' Manusmrti,5.47,53;
na bhaksayti yo marsam ... svayambhiivo bravit / Anusasanaparva of the Mahabharata, 115.10.

2. Manusmyti,5.54.
. mar sa bhaksayita’mutra yasya marhsamihadmyaham /

etanmarnhsasya marmsatvarh pravadanti manisinah //Manusmyrti,5.55.
. acarah paramo dharmah, Manusmrti,1.108;

vidvadbhih sevitah ... yo dharmastarn nibodhata / /bid., 2.1.
>. The Indian Concept of Values, p.33.
6 Manusmrti,6.91-92.
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the true sense. No one should be distracted from his respective rules of conduct.! According
to Manu, honesty must have in trade and commerce as well as in married life also.

Asteyam - The word Asteyam literally means not stealing; but it refers to much
broader spectrum of virtues. It includes refraining from illicit gains and ultimately not
amassing wealth beyond one's minimum essential needs. Uncontrolled desire leads to
insatiable greed over time. A greedy man thinks nothing of violating laws and morality to get
whatever he desires. The scriptures do not discourage the accumulation of wealth; but the
means of accumulation must be completely fair. The scriptures prohibit ostentation and
wasteful expenditure, and encourage giving in charity to deserving people.

Tolerance - Tolerance is a virtue that tends to cultivate mental and moral progress in
human mind. It teaches to respect the whole creatures of the Universe. Manu’s instructions,
regarding tolerance is noteworthy. According to Manu, one shouldn’t hurt the sentiments of
others even if they are oppressed by others. No one should say a single word that is harsh and
pauses the door to heaven.? Manu further says that one should praise the good work of others
and shouldn’t engaged in a futile quarrel or shouldn’t create any barren enmity with others.?
He also said that one shouldn’t tolerate his revilers and shouldn’t insult the sentiments of
others.* Manu also says that the ability to tolerate humiliation is the key of a happy life.’

Charity- Regarding the charity or gift making Manu has mentioned that it, that
means charity is the highest virtue in the kaliyuga.® It is also states in the Manusmyrti that the
act of charity should be without any intention of envy or unhappiness. In this sense, Taittiriya
Upanisad also maintain the same idea. In the Manusmrti, there are various kinds of charity
and its meritorious results have also been enumerated. Among these, vedadana is considers
as the highest charity which confers the most meritorious results.” Manu consider charity as
one of the five means of expiatory rites for committing sins or immoral activities® and enlists
various types of charity for the purpose.

Purity- Purity is of three types viz., purity in body, in words and in thoughts. The
scriptures emphasize on bodily purity viz., bathing, washing hands, feet, mouth etc. as it
influences mental purity. Impure thoughts form the basis of impure words and one impure
thought will generate a series of such thoughts. Purity in words, control over sense-organs
and mind, compassion to all beings, all these constitutes the purity of those who has desire to
reach the supreme. Purity comprises frankness, cleanliness, straightforwardness, innocence
and freedom from envy, pride and malice etc.

Steadfastness - Man cannot achieve anything in his life if he doesn't practise with
steadfastness the high principles he wishes to follow. Though pedantic knowledge may push

! anadhitya dvijo vedananutpadya tatha sutan / anistva caiva yajfiai$ca moksamicchan brajatyadhah
Manusmrti,- 6/37.

2, naruntudah syadarto’pi na paradrohakarmadhih / yayasyodvijate vaca nalokyarh tamudirayet //
Manusmrti,2.161.

. bhadrarh bhadramiti brityat, Manusmrti,4.139.

. 1bid.,4.47-48.

. sukham hyavamatah $ete ... avamanta vinasyati // Ibid., 1.163.

. ... danamekam kalua yuge / Ibid., 1.86.

. sarvesameva dananarh brahmadanarh visesyate / Ibid., 4.233.

. Ibid., 9.228.
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one up in the eyes of people for a very short period of time, but only steadfastness in conduct
will prevent a person from going astray at the crucial moment when his actions are put to test.

Application of Intellect - Human is endowed with intellect, the ability to
discriminate between right and wrong. Although mind is only one and it comprises only
thoughts but it is considered in four functional parts. These are- mind, intellect, chitta or
memory and ahamkara. The mind can be subjugated by momentary emotions, it is the job of
the intellect to control the mind and bring it on the right path. Intellect increases through
svadhyaya, the study of scriptures, travel to holy places and above all, association with
virtuous and pious people. Clarity in thoughts and strong conviction are hallmarks of a well-
developed intellect.

Self-knowledge - Intensive application of the intellect should generate a thirst for
self-knowledge 1.e., fattvajiiana. When the intellect transforms from ephemeral to eternal, the
interest in knowing about the changeable truth should increase. The Upanisads proclaims
yvavidyasavimuktaye which means knowledge is that which results in Liberation.

Conclusion —

The purpose of this paper is to find out the concept of virtue has mentioned by Manu
in his work Manusmyrti. The aim of Manu was to regulate the human behaviour and to shape
the character of individuals of the society for a better social life. Each member of the society
should cultivate a disciplined life for the upliftment of human interest, and this can be
possible only when each member of the society is a person of good character and good
conduct. In the Manusmrti, Manu advocates some ethical, moral and spiritual virtues, which
guide a person a right direction in life. Virtues stated in Manusmrti like non-violence,
truthfulness, good conduct, charity etc. are some universal ideas. These universal ideas have
some everlasting relevancy in all ages of human history for the upgradation of human
interest.
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ABSTRACT

The property rights of women as articulated in the Yajnavalkya-smrti represent an
important chapter in the evolution of ancient Indian jurisprudence. This study examines the
legal status of women’s property rights as delineated in the Yajiiavalkya-smrti, situating
these within the broader history of Hindu law and contrasting them concretely with the
principles found in prior dharmasastra literature, especially Manusmrti. By tracing the
contours of women’s entitlement to property—encompassing both inheritance law and the
doctrine of stridhan—the study highlights the complex approach of the Yajnavalkya-smrti
and explores the legacy it passed to later legal traditions and modern statutory reforms.

Keywords : property rights, women, inheritance, legal, Yajnavalkya-smriti, Manusmriti,

dharmasastra, stridhan, possession, succession etc.

Introduction :

Property rights in ancient India evolved through complex legal and social system that
reflected the prevailing patriarchal structures while simultaneously acknowledging women's
economic and familial roles. The Vedic period initially recognised the principle of joint
ownership between husband and wife over household property, yet Later Vedic literature
increasingly denied women's inheritance rights, establishing a trajectory of legal exclusion
that would persist for centuries. The emergence of dharmasastra texts further codified these
gendered hierarchies, with Manusmrti representing the most restrictive approach by explicitly
excluding wives and daughters from succession in the absence of male heirs and declaring
that women, like slaves and sons, could hold no independent property. However, the concept
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of stridhan - women's personal property comprising gifts, bride-price, and marriage
presents—provided a crucial exception, first appearing in Gautama Dharmasastra and
gradually expanding to encompass various sources of female wealth. The Yajiavalkya-smrti,
composed between the 1st century BCE and early centuries CE, marked a significant
departure from this orthodoxy by explicitly naming daughters, widows, mothers, and wives as
rightful heirs and offering a liberal definition of stridhan' that included self-earned income,
inheritance, and even property acquired through adverse possession. This text's progressive
stance on women's proprietary rights—granting mothers equal shares with sons, prioritizing
wives and daughters in succession, and establishing absolute female control over stridhan—
represented a crucial moment in ancient Indian jurisprudence that would influence subsequent
legal commentaries and eventually inform modern statutory reforms.

The Legal Position Prior to Yajinavalkya-smrti :

Before the age of Yajiiavalkya, the Manusmrti established the dominant paradigm. It
relegated women to subsidiary positions in matters of succession and property. Manusmrti
did not include the wife or daughter among the list of heirs if a man died without a son, and it
circumscribed women’s ownership rights. Manusmrti 9.185-187 reflects this exclusion, and
the underlying ideology justified the restriction as a means of preserving patrilineal
inheritance and religious duties, such as performing ancestral rites, which were believed to
redound only to the benefit of male descendants. In practice, women’s rights were generally
limited to sustenance or maintenance out of the family estate but seldom extended to control
of its capital or productive resource.

Definition of Stridhanam in Yajhavalkya-smrti :

The term stridhanam literally translates to 'woman's property' and represents a
distinct category of wealth over which a woman was granted independent ownership and
control. The Yajriavalkya-smrti provides a detailed and expansive definition of this property
in a manner that broadened a woman's proprietary capacity compared to previous legal
commentaries.

Yajnavalkya explicitly enumerates several types of gifts that constitute stridhanam. These
include:
e Adhyagni : What is given before the nuptial fire, at the time of the wedding
ceremony.
e Adhyavahanika : What is given at the time of the bridal procession.
o Pritikarma : Gifts made by the husband or other relations out of affection or as a
token of love.
e What is received from the father, mother, husband, or brother (pitrprapta, matrprapta,
bhartrprapta, bhratrprapta).
o Adhivedanika : A gift given by the husband to his wife when he marries another
woman, essentially a form of compensation.

The text also uses the inclusive phrase "adya", which the celebrated commentator
Vijiiane$vara, the author of the Mitaksara, interpreted liberally to mean property acquired
through other means such as succession, purchase, partition, or finding. This crucial exegesis

'. Yajnavalkya Smriti — 2/143
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by Vijiiane$vara essentially opened the door for women to become owners of a much wider
array of property than the traditionally limited stridhanam specified by earlier authorities.
Yajiiavalkya-smrti: Key Provisions and Legal Innovations :

The Yajnavalkya-smrti, in its Vyavaharadhyaya, systematically classified legal
entitlements, procedures, and prohibitions. Its treatment of women’s property rights is more
liberal and systematic, marking a departure from the more restrictive earlier order. The text
specifically names daughters, widows, mothers, and wives as rightful heirs, thereby
positioning women as inheritors not just by default, but by recognised legal right in the
absence of a male issue. Jimiitavahana asserts that a woman holds the independent authority
to donate, sell, or otherwise enjoy her stridhana without any interference or control from her
husband.!

When analysing the order of succession, Yajnavalkya places the wife and daughter at
the top of the list for a sonless father's estate, prioritising their claims ahead of those of the
father and mother. The Smrti states: “If there are no sons, the wife and the daughter shall take
the property; after them, the father and the mother.” Thus, the widow, daughter, and mother
are established as legitimate successors. Furthermore, the mother is granted the right to an
equal share to the son in property divided after the father’s death.? If the husband distributes
his self-acquired property during his lifetime, his wife is to receive a share equal to a son,
unless she has already been given her due stridhan, in which case she is allotted a half-share.?

The commentary of Mitaksara further elucidates this, affirming that even those wives
who have received stridhan are not wholly denied a share in the husband’s property; rather,
they are given half the standard share. This mitigates the double exclusion that could arise
from possession of stridhan alone. Importantly, the Yajnavalkya-smrti also acknowledged the
right of an unmarried sister to claim one-fourth of a brother’s share from the paternal estate as
marriage expenses, further evidencing its acknowledgement of a woman's legitimate property
needs and social obligations.

The Form of Marriage and Womens Succession :

In ancient Indian law, the succession of property and inheritance rights was closely
linked to the form of marriage a woman entered into, as these different marriage types carried
distinct social and legal consequences. The Yajfiavalkya-smrti and other dharmasastra texts
classify marriages primarily into eight types, broadly divided into sanctioned (prasthita) and
unsanctioned forms.* Among the sanctioned marriages—Brahma, Daiva, Arsha, and
Prajapatya—the woman’s stridhan and inheritance rights were more securely recognised and
transferred either to the husband or, in certain cases, reverted to her natal family if she died
childless.’

! tadeva ca stridhanam yadbhartrtah svatantrena danavikrayabhogan kartumadhikaroti/ Dayabhaga,
4.1.18

2, Yajiavalkya-smrti 2.123-125

3. datte tu stridhane ardhamséam vaksati-date tvardham prakalpayet iti/ Mitaksara, 2.125

4. ... purvoktayah brahmadaivarsaprajapatyesu catursu
vivahesu.../$§esevasuragandharvaraksasapaisacesu vivahesu .../ Mitaksara, 2.145

>, Yajhavalkya-smrti, ibid
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For example, in Brahma and similar righteous marriages, the property a woman
brought through stridhan or inherited was customarily passed on to the husband upon her
death without issue. Conversely, in marriages like the Raksasa or Paishacha forms, which
were considered less legitimate or sometimes illicit, inheritance rules differed: the woman’s
stridhan and property rights might revert to her parents or natal kin if the husband was absent
or she had no children. This variation underscores how the social acceptance and religious
sanction of the marriage type influenced the legal treatment of women’s property and
succession rights.

Thus, succession was not uniform but varied according to the acknowledged
legitimacy and type of marriage, reflecting the intertwined nature of social norms, religious
doctrines, and legal rules in ancient Indian society. This differentiation in inheritance rules
depending on marriage form signified a complex legal system that sought to regulate family
wealth, lineage, and social order by linking proprietary rights to marital status.

The Mitaksara and Dayabhaga Interpretations :

The legacy of the Yajiiavalkya-smrti was profound, especially after the legal exegesis
of the medieval commentator Vijnanesvara in his Mitaksara. The Mitaksara harmonised and
expanded the inheritance laws of Yajiiavalkya, becoming the basis for legal adjudication in
most of India except Bengal, where Jimiitavahana’s Dayabhaga school exercised influence.
The Mitaksara system also drew upon Yajiiavalkya’s order of succession and accepted the
notion of the “limited estate,” under which a woman’s right of inheritance was neither
absolute nor equivalent to that of male heirs, but it did give certain enforceable rights in
property. the Dayabhaga School emphasizes the principle of succession upon the death of the
owner. These fundamental differences result in a radically different treatment of Stridhanam
that, ironically, often conferred a more powerful right of absolute ownership to women.

Importantly, the Mitaksara tradition did not permit women to become coparceners in
joint family property; their shares vested largely as life-interests, reverting to the male line on
their death. Yet, the claim to maintenance, residence, and marriage expenses persisted and
was treated with respect in the law.

Social Context and Limitations :

Despite the legal innovations of the Yajnavalkya-smrti, women’s property rights must
be understood in light of their social context. The changes in the text represent notable
progress over previous exclusions, but they fall short of establishing true parity. The principal
limitations relate to the exclusion of women from joint family coparcenary, the
circumscription of succession rights, and the prevailing patriarchal attitudes that influenced
the disposition and enjoyment of property. Even in the realm of stridhan, the ideal of
women’s absolute property was often compromised in practice, as custom and familial
pressures could erode the effective autonomy of female proprietors.

Moreover, the right to property, for many women, continued to be conditional and riddled
with social and legal obstacles. A woman's right of succession often came into play only in
the absence of male heirs, and her interest was at times subject to life-estate restrictions,
particularly in the Mitaksara tradition. The customary law could circumscribe these rights
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further, depending on the community and region, as demonstrated in judicial pronouncements
as late as the colonial era.!
Influence on Modern Reforms :

The formulations of the Yajiiavalkya-smrti, carried forward by the Mitaksara and
Dayabhaga schools, shaped the Hindu law of succession until the 20th century. Under British
colonial administration, the tension between textual law and customary practice was often
evident in court decisions. The colonial period saw the gradual modification of ancient laws
through legislative intervention, most notably with the Hindu Women’s Right to Property Act
of 1937. This Act granted limited ownership rights to widows in the property of a deceased
husband, marking a step forward yet still stopping short of full equality.

With Indian independence, the Hindu Succession Act of 1956 subsumed and
fundamentally altered the traditional law. The Act's most salient features included the
abolition of the limited estate for women, recognition of absolute property rights in both
inherited and self-acquired property, and the inclusion of women as Class I heirs along with
sons. Although the initial legislation did not make daughters coparceners in joint family
property, the 2005 amendment to the Act remedied this omission, granting daughters equal
rights and liabilities as sons in coparcenary property and thereby fulfilling, at least in law, the
spirit of Yajiiavalkya’s reforms.

Conclusion :

The Yajnavalkya-smrti stands as a transformative legal text in the history of women’s
property rights in India. By explicitly recognising the inheritance rights of daughters,
widows, mothers, and wives, it departed from the patrilineal orthodoxy of earlier
dharmasastra and set in motion an enduring set of debates over the scope and legitimacy of
women’s claims to property. The expansion of stridhan, together with an improved position
for female heirs in succession, initiated a discourse that would reverberate for centuries,
influencing later jurisprudence and ultimately inspiring social and legislative reform.

Nevertheless, while commendable for its innovations, the property rights conferred
upon women under the Yajiiavalkya-smrti remained circumscribed by structural patriarchy,
limitations on coparcenary rights, and a persistent distinction between family property and
women’s self-acquired assets. Thus, the text is both a milestone in progress and a mirror of its
times, reflecting both aspiration and the constraints of tradition.

The dialectic between ancient legal norms and contemporary advocacy for gender
justice continues to draw upon the textual resources of texts like the Yajnavalkya-smrti. As
India’s legal system keeps evolving, these foundational sources provide both inspiration and
warning, reminding us that the journey toward true equality in property rights is neither linear
nor complete but is enriched by the complex legacies of its past.

1. https://ijalr.in/women-property-rights-in-india-a-critical-analysis/
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ABSTRACT

Jonbeel Mela is an annual three-day ‘community fair’ of the Tiwa community held at
Jonbeel, located in Morigaon district of Assam. It is popular for the practice of barter system
which has continued for centuries. Communities such as Karbi, Khasi and Tiwa exchange
goods, specifically spices, herbs, turmeric, vegetables, and dried meat for rice, fish, pithas,
and other items scarce in the hills. Central to the event is the Gobha deoroja, the Tiwa king
who presides over various rituals, holds a traditional court, and symbolically collects taxes
during the mela. Through primary data the study examines how this monarchical role
persists within a modern nation-state. It discusses the importance of the Gobha king and
situates traditional kingship in the rituals performed at Jonbeel Mela. Although the mela has
adapted over time to contemporary socio-economic conditions, it retains its cultural
significance and most importantly the practice of barter. The Gobha king functions as a
customary authority sustaining cultural identity and community-based leadership. The study
thus attempts to demonstrate how Jonbeel Mela continues to reaffirm the legitimacy of
traditional kingship within the broader nation-state framework.

Keywords : Jonbeel mela, Gobha deoroja, Traditional kingship, Modern nation-state.

If one travels to Morigaon district of Assam during the weekend following Magh
Bihu' and suddenly finds themselves among a hustle and bustle of men in thagla and phaguri,

'. Magh bihu is a harvest festival of Assam celebrated in mid-January which is the conjunction of the
months of Puh and Magh. Also known as Bhogali bihu, it marks the end of the harvesting season and
is celebrated by participating in community feast at night followed by worshiping of fire the next
morning by lighting a meji, constructed out of bamboo, wood, hay and dried plantain leaves.

e
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women draped in phaskai and kashong; or observe a vibrant procession escorting the King
towards a pandal set up on a cleared out paddy field dotted with makeshift shops just off the
highway; or witness crowds in a nearby waterbody fishing with jakoi, polo, fishing nets; then
one must have arrived at the legendary Jonbeel Mela—a place where time seems to pause
and tradition speaks louder than the modern world that surrounds it. The festive atmosphere
welcomes everyone not just by colourful stalls and lively faces, but something far more
extraordinary, i.e a bustling ‘marketplace’ temporarily set up on guidelines of ‘demand and
supply’ but where interestingly one is not expected to ‘buy or sell’. Instead, goods are
exchanged or bartered, weaving communities together. The arrival of the Gova Deoroja,
accompanied by 21 other kings of Middle Assam, turns the air electric. With performances of
Tiwa cultural extravaganza, Tiwa songs blaring from the speakers, a circus organised amidst
all of this, food stalls to select delectable Tiwa as well as other food items, exhibition of Tiwa
cultural heritage, book stalls to gather knowledge on Tiwa community; Jonbeel Mela thus
isn’t just a ‘fair’ or rural market/haat but a living chapter of history.

The three-day long ‘community fair'” known as Jonbeel mela is organised on the
weekend of Magh Bihu, or the third week of January every year in a place called Jonbeel
situated in Morigaon district of Assam. It has continued the practice of barter” since centuries
where people from the hills and plains, mainly Karbi, Khasi, Tiwa communities, take part
although participation is not restricted and others too can participate in it. Communities from
the hill areas bring spices, herbs, ginger, turmeric, fresh vegetables, dried meat to exchange
them with rice, fish, pithas, sira, akhoi, muri® and other stuff that is not available in the hills.
The Gobha king known as Gobha Deoroja holds an important place in it as he presides over
rituals, holds a traditional court, and symbolically collects taxes during the Jonbeel mela. The
study is thus an attempt to explore the monarchical enactment at the Jonbeel mela and
understand its persistence.

Who are the Tiwas -

The Tiwas, or Lalungs, are of Mongoloid stock and belong to the Sino-Tibetan
linguistic group. They are primarily settled in Assam’s Morigaon, Nagaon, Kamrup and
Karbi Anglong districts, with smaller populations in Dhemaji, Sivasagar, Lakhimpur, Titabor
and parts of Meghalaya*. Historically, the Tiwas lived alongside the Jaintias on the
northeastern slopes of the Khasi Hills. During Ahom King Joydhwaj Singha’s reign, owing to
political turmoil the Gobha king sought refuge in Assam with his Tiwa subjects and was

. The term ‘community fair’ has been used in the study to denote Jonbeel mela yet the event cannot
be aptly defined by terms such as community fair, rural market or saat as it encompasses elements
of all. It is an annual market mostly attended by the population of the hills who seek to exchange
their merchandise as well as buy other items of need from adjacent markets. Yet the atmosphere is
festive unlike any other market. Hence the term Jonbeel mela has not been translated to English in
the study.

. Barter is considered the oldest form of commerce practiced mostly by traditional societies and
predates monetary economies. It involves direct exchange of goods without the involvement of
money or any other medium of exchange. (https://www.britannica.com/money/barter-trade)

. pithas, sira, akhoi, muri are rice cakes, flattened rice, puffed rice respectively used in traditional

breakfast in Assam

4. Census Report, 2011

3
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resettled in present-day Nagaon. Another narrative states that the Tiwas migrated to the plains
of Nagaon as they were not comfortable with the social organisation of the Jaintias along the
lines of matriarchy and matrilineality. Later five (Paacho rajya) and seven principalities
(Sato rajya) were established with their chiefs as powali raja’ who were tax payers to the
Ahom king. (Thakur, 1985)

Although the Tiwa kingdoms enjoyed a degree of autonomy under the Ahoms, this
ended with British annexation after the Treaty of Yandaboo. The Tiwas celebrate a number of
festivals such as Wanchua, Langkhun, Sogra, Yangli, Borot utsav but in Jonbeel mela they
contribute in intercommunity exchange which marks it different from rest of their
celebrations. The importance of the mela lies in its continuity and as a harbinger of solidarity
among the communities in Assam. The Tiwa community continues to hold the Gobha king in
highest regard within the democratic nation-state signifying its relevance in contemporary
times.

Methodology -

This research adopts a qualitative approach using both primary and secondary data.
Secondary information was gathered from sources such as books, journals, websites and
vlogs, while primary data was collected over three days of fieldwork at the Jonbeel Mela.
The primary data collection relied on interviews and non-participant observation, with
participants selected through purposive and accidental sampling techniques.

Description of Jonbeel mela -

The rituals that unfold in Jonbeel mela across the three days — Thursday, Friday and
Saturday - represent deep-rooted Tiwa cultural traditions. Prior to organising the mela, formal
invitations are carried out by the royal courtiers of the Gobha King to the nearby Tiwa and
Karbi villages on behalf of the King. Receiving the invitation marks an important ritual for
the commencement of the mela and thus rituals begin even before the mela officially starts on
the first Thursday following Magh Bihu.

On Thursday, which is the first day of Jonbeel Mela, only preliminary activities can
be observed. The early morning seems a lazy one with people gradually arriving and
preparing to set up makeshift tents, mostly for commercial stalls. By midday, groups from the
surrounding hills, the Tiwa community, reach the ground and set up temporary shelters. Even
though a few cultural performances take place in the pandal, the overall atmosphere remains
calm. It is only by the evening that the ground transforms to a mela atmosphere and by the
end of the night those who have settled prepare for the early morning barter that is to be held
on the second day.

On Friday, the second day, the mela ground completely transforms at the start of
dawn with crowds converging from nearby villages and distant regions. Bartering begins with
the approval of the King by as early as 5 a.m. and is carried out till mid-day or may extend
beyond but in much less frequency. It takes place in the makeshift huts set up by the Tiwa
community members who put up a display of the merchandise they carried with them. It is
followed by community fishing in the adjacent water body Jonbeel. This beel or pond was
once an abundant waterbody but gradually showing signs of ecological decline owing to

'. Younger kings or a king with lesser power and under the patronage of the Ahom rule.
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water pollution. Yet, its significance is immense as fish from Jonbeel is offered to the King in
the community feast organised in his honour. Simultaneously, cockfights are held in a
designated courtyard. Back at the mela ground, bartering still continues but monetary
transactions are also carried out after mid-day. As food is cooked outdoors and the smell of
rice beer fills the air, the space resembles a village lane more than a fairground.

The third day, i.e. Saturday marks the arrival of the Gobha king and the holding of the
Rajdarbar. Though modestly decorated, the stage becomes the centre of attention as the seats
are reserved for the Tiwa kings and Chiefs from Middle Assam on the stage. The Gobha
king’s entrance, preceded by a flag-bearing bike rally, draws particular excitement. After
speeches and distribution of government allowance for the Kings, Tiwa dances are performed
and customary taxes collected by the Gobha king. By afternoon, most of the people who had
set up temporary shelters and participated in barter depart with mini-trucks loaded with
goods, while other commercial shops continue to attract crowds.

The Jonbeel mela carries religious significance too as bartered goods are believed to
be required for Nuwan puja held by the King at his place. For many, the event showcases
Tiwa culture and highlights contemporary land issues. Widely covered by the media, Jonbeel
Mela has been also considered for UNESCO heritage status for which discussions are on-
going.

The Jonbeel mela becomes a ground to reaffirm interdependence of hill tribes with
communities of the plains through community fishing, inter-community barter and tribute to
the Gobha King. Incorporating Mauss’s (1925) idea of “moral economy of the gift”, Jonbeel
mela too can be observed as shaped by obligation and reciprocity resulting in social solidarity
through barter between communities and tribute to the King.

Origins of the Mela -

There has been a number of writings citing the history of Jonbeel mela although it
lacks a historical documentation due to which most of the discussion is found in narratives.

During the Ahom period, the neighbouring Jaintia and Kachari kingdoms held
considerable power along the borderlands, and trade at Jonbeel served as a means of
maintaining cordial relations with them. According to Kakoti (2018) Jonbeel mela was
primarily a market set up as a haat to facilitate trade between Jaintia and Ahom kingdoms
during the 17" century. It was also a result of the persuasion of the Jaintia king along with the
kings of Gobha, Nellie, Khola to the Ahom ruler. Initially the haat was thus set up at
Phoolguri within the Gobha kingdom where the Ahoms allowed and carried out trade with
the ‘Garos’. This can be considered as the nascent stage of the Jonbeel mela. The Gobha king
later continued it and is prevalent even today as one of the oldest socio-economic event
fusing rituals and economy together. Later, due to political turmoil between the Ahom,
Kachari and Jaintia kingdom trade relations between these deteriorated with the closure of
haats. Only with the acceptance of Ahom supremacy by the others that trade was restored but
it was shifted from Phoolguri to Hatiyarmukh near Jagi chowki which was nearby Jonbeel.
According to the author, the haat was later again shifted to the current place known as
Jonbeel. Although the year of shift is not certain but probably it was after the Yandaboo
treaty of 1826 when the Jagi chowki lost its significance and Jonbeel near the Nakhola-
Morigaon connecting road was considered more suitable for continuing the trade relation.
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Another narrative states that bartering was the only way in which trade could be carried out
as the Gobha king was not allowed to have their own coinage as they were under the
patronage of the Ahom rule. The coronation ceremony of the Tiwa king Langbor is also
associated as a narrative of the origin of the mela.

Writings on the Jonbeel mela largely focus on interpreting it as a significant platform
for showcasing Tiwa culture and fostering harmony between the hill and plain communities
rather than building a chronological narrative of its history. Although the Jonbeel mela
gathering is celebrated today as a ‘fair’ or mela, there is much scope to consider it to have
originally functioned as a marketplace where hill and plain dwellers exchanged goods. Thus,
the history of Jonbeel mela is also a history of the political and economic relation between
the Ahom, Kachari and Jaintia Kingdoms. This early exchange network also included the
Gobha kingdom along with several smaller kingdoms such as Dimorua, Nelli, Khola, Sohori,
Khoiram from central Assam.

The Living Monarchy : Gobha Deoraja -

Although the authority of the Ahom, Kachari, Jaintia rulers are no longer significant
but Gobha king continues to be a prominent part of the Jonbeel mela as a reminder of the
history of the mela interwined with the political scenario of precolonial Assam. Known as the
Gobha Deoraja, the leadership of the King has transformed in the post-colonial democratic
set up and is more of a cultural leadership and symbol of ethnic identity. The political
authority is restricted to local issues of dispute redressal and meting out of minor penalties as
a means of social control of the Tiwa society. The King is indistinguishable from a
commoner on any other day as he is not surrounded by his courtiers or may not be in the
traditional Tiwa regalia yet the revered position that the King commands during Jonbeel mela
speaks of his authority amidst the Tiwa community and even within the contemporary
political scenario.

Rituals and Ceremonies of Monarchy Enactment in Jonbeel mela -

In the Jonbeel mela, the King’s presence is felt during the entire event and not only on
the day of his arrival at the mela grounds. The mela is organised by the King and his
courtiers. By the last week of December royal courtiers inform the villages mostly inhabited
by Tiwa, Karbi and Khasi communities in Middle Assam, Karbi Anglong and Meghalaya
about the onset of the mela in mid-January and invite them to participate in it. It is only after
the invitation from the King that the villages prepare to travel to the plains and participate in
it. It reflects the authority of the King as well as a deep-rooted respect among the
communities that dates back to centuries.

The mela commences with worship offered at the Charibhai Deosal Shiva Temple at
Jagiroad by the King accompanied by the royal courtiers. It also marks the formal
‘inauguration’ of the Jonbeel mela. The role of the King is not confined to the mela grounds
as it has remained a tradition for the hill communities that arrive for the barter to first visit the
King and offer a portion of the produce that they carry with them. It is after this ritual they
move towards the mela grounds and prepare for bartering. It reflects the acceptance of his
invitation as well as an expression of gratitude towards him. Even after the end of the mela,
they meet the king once before travelling back to their villages.
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On the day of community fishing, a portion of the catch is offered to the king and the
King along with his courtiers take part in the community feast.

Another important event is the arrival of the king in Jonbeel mela. The procession that
takes place to escort the King to Jonbeel mela is a spectacle in itself. Roads are blocked
during the duration of the rally. Motorbikes carrying flags are at the front of the procession
that lead the rows of vehicles with the Gobha King and his courtiers along with the Tiwa
chiefs of the different principalities. The arrival of the king is awaited by all and is marked by
a commotion of arranging and disciplining the huge crowd that gathers. It is meticulously
managed by the volunteers of the Jonbeel Mela Organising Committee. The commotion falls
silent all of a sudden and slogans praising the king is heard all around with bikes and cars
carrying ‘flags’ representing the Tiwa culture enters the mela grounds thus signalling the
arrival of the royal members in Jonbeel mela. The Gobha deoraja along with the Chiefs/King
of smaller principalities wear traditional Tiwa dresses and all those gathered watch with
enthusiasm and awe as the procession proceeds to the temporary stage and the kings take
their place on the dais.

For the members of Tiwa community, this gesture evokes a sense of cultural pride and
legitimacy as the King, for them transcends being an authority figure and becomes a
representation of Tiwa culture and history.

The Tiwa Rajdarbar is set on a raised platform which otherwise looks ordinary as any
other stage. However, a banner at the background with the words “Raj Dorbar” mentioning
the attendees as Gobha Deoraja and Royal members/ Courtiers elevates the set up to a royal
court that represents a seat of authority. It is the royal Assembly space where traditional
authority of the Tiwa Kings get recognised by the democratic state government. It is on this
stage that the kings receive the annual allowance from the government that is used for
development of the community. The Darbar has been graced by members of the Tiwa
Autonomous Council, State Ministers of Assam as well as the Chief Minister of Assam
during various years that the mela was held. From this stage announcements are made of
government grants for development of the Jonbeel mela grounds and Tiwa community'. It
makes the Tiwa king one of the decision makers with an agency to decide for and on behalf
of the Tiwa community.

After the end of the darbar the courtiers of the King collect customary tax from the
shops at Jonbeel mela. The amount is very negligible which can be a minimum of Rs. 5 to a
maximum of Rs. 50. The tax collected is not to be seen as an administrative revenue and is
more of a symbolic tribute reinforcing allegiance and represents an acceptance of the
authority of the Gobha king.

These events are a display of symbolic performance of ancient administrative order.
As discussed earlier, the Gobha king had played an important role in the trade relation of the
Ahoms with the Jaintias. The continuity of the Jonbeel mela under the leadership of the king
reinforces the historical role of Tiwa monarchy in regulating trade. Barter in contemporary

! https://en.mynewsne.com/assam-cm-govt-committed-to-preserve-cultural-heritage-of-all-ethnic-
groups/https://dipr.assam.gov.in/sites/default/files/swf utility folder/departments/dipr webcomindia

org_oid_4/menu/document/press_release english no 3 on_18.01.2020.pdf
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time has lost its significance yet it still continues which is more of a cultural continuity rather
than economic necessity. The role of the king remains at the core who ensures that the mela is
organised and communities participate in it. During these three days, the royal presence
builds trust and reciprocity among different communities.

The Tiwa kingship exists within the democratic structures and acts more as a cultural
institution. Although the political power is limited, it enjoys unquestioned allegiance from its
community members who relies on the decisions of the king and the customary regulations.
The state government too recognises the role of the king which makes its existence a delicate
balance between symbolic authority and the absolute authority of the state power. It has
helped in strengthening the identity of the Tiwa community within the Indian democratic
framework. From Weberian (1978) lens of authority, there has been a clear shift in the King’s
authority. The position, as understood, is not merely political but more of a symbolic
authority in contrast to the bureaucratic state’s legal-rational authority. The King holds the
traditional seat of power but is limited in terms of execution of power. Hence his role in
Jonbeel mela is also a projection for the masses/ non-Tiwa community to understand the
position of the King for the Tiwa community.

From a functionalism viewpoint, the rituals, specifically barter performed at Jonbeel
mela carries out essential social functions by ensuring interaction of hills and plains
communities. Rituals such as community fishing, communal feasting, and the spectacle of the
Rajdarbar creates what Durkheim (1912) describes as collective effervescence. During the
performance and celebration of these rituals the collective conscience gets reinforced which
strengthens social cohesion. For these three days Jonbeel becomes the core of community
bonding. It can be seen through the structural functionalist perspective according to which
these traditions contribute to the maintenance of social order. Through the monarchic
enactment community participation in economic, cultural, and political processes is
legitimised and acknowledged which stabilises inter-community relationships (Parsons,
1951). The social system in Jonbeel mela is defined by the Tiwa culture and thus becomes an
extension of Tiwa society with performances and kingship representing the Tiwa community.

During the three days, barter of goods in not merely an economic activity but
symbolises shared identities and cultural continuity. Through symbolic interactionism
(Blumer, 1969) it becomes easier to decipher how the mela’s practices gain meaning through
everyday interactions. These face-to-face exchanges build a shared symbolic universe which
has made it possible for Jonbeel mela to continue its tradition in the monetised economy of
globalised world.

Conclusion -

The study reveals the significance of the Gobha Deoraja and illustrates that this
traditional kingship within the modern nation-state is best understood through the evolving
practices of the Jonbeel Mela. While the mela is frequently celebrated, its rituals require
renewed scholarly attention, particularly in light of the dichotomy between authenticity and
staged performance. The distinction between traditional practice and spectacle has blurred
owing to media visibility and audience-based commercialization which has increasingly
shaped how these events are presented. Changes in the royal procession, the presence of
commercial stalls, and the coexistence of barter with monetary exchange demonstrate that the
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mela has adapted to contemporary socio-economic realities. Yet these transformations do not
diminish its importance; rather, they highlight how tradition remains dynamic and responsive.
It is noteworthy that Jonbeel mela continues to reaffirm the cultural legitimacy of traditional
kingship. The Gobha king, positioned between customary authority and the democratic state,
embodies the Tiwa community’s collective memory while simultaneously negotiating his role
within modern governance structures. Through this, the mela sustains both cultural identity
and local forms of authority, demonstrating that traditional leadership can coexist with and

contribute to the broader framework of the nation-state.
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ABSTRACT
This article explores the deep historical, cultural, and commercial roots of India’s

relationship with East and Southeast Asia, contesting the prevalent view that such
connections originated solely with the post-1991 Look East Policy. Utilizing comparative
historical analysis and significant historiographical discussions, the article traces pre-
modern interactions enabled by extensive maritime routes across the Bay of Bengal and the
Indian Ocean. It examines differing interpretations of Indianisation, juxtaposing assertions of
substantial cultural diffusion against viewpoints highlighting indigenous agency, selective
adaptation, and the multi-faceted nature of regional engagements. Evidence from maritime
commerce, archaeological findings, classical literary references, and the development of
Sanskritic governance illustrates that Indian influences were part of broader, diverse
civilizational currents that also encompassed Chinese, Buddhist, Islamic, and subsequently
Western traditions. The article posits that Southeast Asia historically acted as a vibrant
crossroads molded by reciprocal cultural exchanges rather than unidirectional transmission
from India. These revelations offer a crucial historical backdrop for comprehending current
discussions on regional identity, civilizational diplomacy, and India’s strategic approach in
the Indo-Pacific.

Keywords : Civilizational Connectivity, Indianisation, India—Southeast Asia;, Longue Durée,
Trans-Asian Connectivity.

Introduction :
India’s civilizational linkages with the broader East and Southeast Asian region
constitute one of the most enduring examples of trans-regional interaction in Afro-Eurasia.

181




A0) W 1»Z8 SNITHIKA : An International Peer-Reviewed Research Journal ISSN: 2454-2881

Far from being a recent geopolitical construct, these relationships are rooted in commerce,
culture, religion, and the movement of ideas that have evolved over thousands of years. The
popular notion that India’s active engagement with the eastern littoral began with the
introduction of the Look East Policy! (LEP) in 1991 tends to obscure this longue durée of
interactions. While the LEP undoubtedly marked a significant strategic reorientation in the
post-Cold War era, scholarly interpretations emphasize that India’s connections with
Southeast Asia form a much deeper historical continuum extending back to antiquity.>

In this context, S. D. Muni provides a critical corrective to the prevalent policy
narrative by asserting that India, described evocatively as a “civilization of sun worshippers,”
has “always looked towards, and engaged with the East, in many varied ways” (2013:14).
Muni’s observation underscores the conceptual limitation of reducing India’s eastern
engagement to its contemporary economic pursuits alone; instead, it highlights a centuries-
old legacy of cultural diffusion, state formation, religious transmission, and maritime
commerce. According to Muni, the LEP neither originated in 1991 nor confined itself merely
to the economic domain; rather, it represented a modern policy articulation of an ancient
civilizational impulse whose roots lie in pre-colonial and even prehistoric exchanges.

Over the past decades, a substantial number of scholarships have sought to reconstruct
the contours of these early linkages, examining the historical, cultural, and economic
modalities through which India interacted with mainland and insular Southeast Asia. Scholars
such as Mishra (2021) argue that India’s engagement with Southeast Asia can be traced back
to prehistoric periods and continued uninterrupted until the advent of European colonialism in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. This longue durée perspective is indispensable for
understanding the depth of India’s imprint on many of the contemporary nation-states of
Southeast Asia including Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Singapore, Malaysia,
Indonesia, the Philippines, Brunei, Viét Nam, and Timor-Leste. These nation-states
evidentially represent cultural, linguistic, and religious landscapes that often reflect traces of
Indian influence.

Pre-colonial Networks: Region, Identity, and Historiographical Debates :

The very category of “Southeast Asia” has been a matter of scholarly debate. Andaya
and Andaya (2015:2) observe that modern geopolitical understandings of the region may
obscure the region’s historiographical complexity. They ask whether Southeast Asia truly
constitute a coherent historical region or whether it came to be bracketed together simply
because of its geographical positioning between the two great civilizations of China and
India. Within this discourse, scholars often distinguish between the “mainland” sub-region
comprising Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and Viét Nam and the “island” sub-region
comprising Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei, Singapore, the Philippines, and Timor-Leste.

'. In 2014, the Look East Policy was revitalised and redefined under a new appellation the ‘Act East
Policy’ articulated and advanced by India’s Prime Minister, Narendra Modi.

2. For interpretations on the early and pre-colonial history of India-Southeast Asia relations refer to,
Majumdar, R. C. (1927, 1937); Stutterheim, W. F. (1935); Coedes, George (1968); Sarkar,
Himansu Bhusan (1985); Daweewarn, Dawee (1982); Glover, L. C. (1990) Reid, Anthony (2000);
Hall, Kenneth R. (2011); Kwa, Chong-Guan (ed.) (2013); Acharya, Amitav (2012); etc.
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However, these distinctions reflect only one layer of regional identity, heavily shaped by
centuries of colonial cartography.

Indeed many of the national borders that now demarcate these states were artificially
constructed. Established by European colonial powers through formal agreements or
diplomatic arrangements, these borders often created artificial separations between
communities that had long shared family, historical, and cultural bonds (Andaya and Andaya
2015:3). This insight highlights the importance of transcending modern political boundaries
when analyzing historical networks of connectivity. Pre-colonial Southeast Asia was defined
far more by mobility, migration, permeability, and maritime interaction rather than by fixed
territoriality. Communities across the Bay of Bengal, the Andaman Sea, and the South China
Sea constitute vibrant corridors of exchange rather than isolated entities.

Central to these historical interactions was maritime commerce, which played a
foundational role in shaping India—Southeast Asian relations. A rich historiographical
tradition articulated by scholars such as Whitmore (1976) and Hall (1985, 2019) documents
the dynamism of pre-modern trade across the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean. These
studies reveal that Southeast Asian kingdoms maintained robust trading partnerships with
Indian coastal centers such as the Coromandel and Malabar coasts, Bengal, Gujarat, and
Odisha. Trade was not merely transactional; it became a conduit for the circulation of cultural
practices, religious ideas, artistic motifs and scripts, and technologies.

In these exchanges, sea routes played a more dominant role than did overland
pathways. The monsoon system, predictable seasonal winds, and advanced maritime
knowledge facilitated continuous two-way movement of people. Indian merchants, Brahmin
scholars, Buddhist monks and artisans travelled to polities such as Srivijaya, Funan, Pagan,
Ayutthaya, Champa and Majapahit, while Southeast Asian traders and envoys visited Indian
ports and courts. This fostered a cosmopolitan world stretching from the eastern shores of
India to the furthest Indonesian archipelagos.

Sanjaya Baru (2000) captures this interconnected world in striking terms. He notes
that Indian and Chinese traders transformed the islands of the East Indies into a “busy
crossroads of trade”, contributing to what he describes as a “super world economy” in the Far
East. This early Asian economy, marked by high levels of commercial, technological, and
cultural development, often surpassed contemporary Europe in complexity and dynamism.
Baru’s observation reaffirms that the Indian Ocean was not a periphery but a central artery of
global exchange long before the European colonial expansion.

The deep cultural and political impact of these interactions is evident in the
widespread adoption of Indian religions (Hinduism and Buddhism), Sanskritic court culture,
Indian scripts, judicial ideas, and aesthetic traditions across Southeast Asia. Temples such as
Angkor Wat in Cambodia, Borobudur, and Prambanan in Indonesia, and the Sanskrit
inscriptions scattered across Myanmar, Thailand, and Viét Nam stand as enduring markers of
this shared cultural cosmology. Yet, contemporary scholarship cautions against simplistic
notions of “Indianisation”. Local societies were not passive recipients but active agents who
selectively adopted, indigenized, and transformed Indian elements to craft uniquely Southeast
Asian cultural and political forms.

183



A0) W 1»Z8 SNITHIKA : An International Peer-Reviewed Research Journal ISSN: 2454-2881

Thus, when the post-1991 Look East Policy is situated within this broader historical
context, it appears less as a novel diplomatic initiative and more as a strategic reactivation of
ancient civilizational linkages. The LEP and its successor, the Act East Policy, can therefore
be interpreted as the modern articulation of a long-standing orientation wherein India has
historically engaged, been culturally influenced by, and been economically intertwined with
the eastern world. Understanding this deeper past is essential for comprehending India’s
contemporary geostrategic vision in the Indo-Pacific, its quest for regional partnerships, and
its attempts to reclaim its historical maritime centrality.

Maritime Commerce and the Trans-Asian Connectivity :

From the tenth century onwards, maritime commerce underwent marked expansion, a
trend closely linked to the Chola Empire’s rise as a seafaring power. The Cholas’ naval reach
and political assertiveness opened new channels for the movement of goods, people, and
ideas between the Indian subcontinent and island and mainland polities of Southeast Asia,
intensifying both economic interchange and cultural contact. Simultaneously, the lucrative
spice trade whose supply chains ran from West Asia and the Persian Gulf to the islands of the
Indonesian archipelago and beyond stitched together a pan-Asian network of merchants,
mariners, and pilgrims that further energized cross-regional exchange (Sebastian, et.al. 2022).
A growing corpus of archaeological findings substantiates the long standing nature of
commercial relations between early Indian polities and Southeast Asian societies. Artifacts
recovered from multiple sites across the region demonstrate that these interactions began as
early as the Mauryan period and persisted during the eras of the Pandyas, Cheras and Palas,
illustrating the depth and continuity of early trans-regional exchange (Hancock 2021:107). In
the early medieval period, the maritime-based polity of Srivijaya, centered in present-day
Sumatra, emerged as a pivotal intermediary. By controlling important choke points and port
facilities, Srivijaya managed the flow of commerce and information between China, the
Indian Ocean world, and Arabia, and thus played a central role in shaping the region’s
economic geography. Maritime routes, rather than overland corridors, were the principal
arteries of connectivity between East and West across the Bay of Bengal and the wider Indo-
Pacific littoral.

The expansion of maritime trade from the tenth century onward, strengthened by the
rise of the Chola Empire and the flourishing spice routes, transformed the Indian Ocean
world into a vibrant arena of commercial and cultural exchange. Archaeological evidence
confirms that connections between early Indian states and Southeast Asian societies were
both early and enduring, supported further by the strategic role of Srivijaya in managing
regional trade flows. These developments show that sea routes served as the primary channels
linking South Asia, Southeast Asia and the wider Afro Asian world, enabling sustained
interaction, mobility and shared economic growth across the Indo Pacific region.

Trade, Texts, and Political Culture: Channels of Indic Transmission :

Along with the steady flow of goods across the Indian Ocean, these maritime routes
also served as important channels for the spread of ideas and institutions. Concepts of
governance and political authority from the Indian subcontinent travelled along these
pathways and were gradually taken up by several Southeast Asian courts, which incorporated
selected elements into their own systems of rule. As S D Muni (2013) explains, the imprint of

184




SNITHIKA : An International Peer-Reviewed Research Journal ISSN: 2454-2881 B0 WY

Indian influence was substantial and reached well beyond the realms of religion or artistic
expression. It shaped aspects of social life, linguistic development, legal traditions and
administrative structures. Scholars including Hall and Whitmore have pointed out that Indian
visitors such as Brahmins, merchants and other migrants who were literate and trained in
ritual knowledge played a significant role in introducing and supporting new religious and
political institutions in a number of rising Southeast Asian kingdoms. These literate elites
carried sacred texts, epigraphic forms, and ritual knowledge that could be adapted to
legitimize local rulership and build bureaucratic capacity (Hall and Whitmore 1976:2-3).
Kenneth R. Hall summarizes this diffusion by pointing out that elite patronage of Hindu and
Buddhist traditions effectively embedded Southeast Asian rulers in a wider symbolic
universe. By employing Sanskrit terminology, organizing court life around Hindu—Buddhist
idioms, and endorsing temple building and iconography; regional kings fashioned an Indian-
informed vocabulary of sovereignty and statecraft (Hall 1985/2019:7). However, the precise
character and depth of this Indianisation has been the subject of vigorous scholarly debate.

Historians continue to debate whether the cultural and institutional influences that
came from India generated fundamental structural changes in Southeast Asia or whether they
represented selective additions that rested upon strong and enduring local traditions. Some
scholars emphasise the wide range of external currents that shaped the region, including
Indian, Chinese, Islamic and later Western contributions, all of which interacted with existing
cultural patterns (Acharya 2013:8). Others underline the resilience and creativity of Southeast
Asian societies, arguing that local communities did not simply absorb outside ideas but
reworked them according to their own needs and political aspirations. The classic surveys
discussed by Tarling (1994:7 to 8) provide a clear sense of this diversity of interpretations.

Paul Mus proposed that the readiness with which Southeast Asian societies adopted
Indian elements can be explained by deeper shared beliefs and ritual practices that made these
communities more open to Indic forms of religion and kingship. J C van Leur offered a
contrasting view, famously describing Indian influence as little more than a thin and fragile
surface layer, suggesting that the core social and political structures of Southeast Asia
remained largely unchanged even as new artistic and ceremonial expressions appeared. F D K
Bosch added another dimension to this debate by noting the absence of inscriptional evidence
for direct Indian military intervention. In his assessment, the spread of Indian cultural ideas is
better understood through patterns of trade and commercial interaction than through any form
of conquest or political domination (cited in Tarling 1994: 7-8).

Amitabh Acharya, as cited in Muni (2013), extends this line of reasoning by placing
greater emphasis on the agency of Southeast Asian actors. He argues that it is misleading to
frame the process as one driven largely by Indian initiative. Instead, he sees Southeast Asian
rulers, elites and religious specialists as active participants who chose, reshaped and
reinterpreted Indian concepts so that these ideas could serve local objectives. For Acharya,
the encounter resembles a reciprocal and negotiated process rather than a simple movement
of Indian culture outward. It becomes a form of shared cultural change marked by continuous
selection and reinterpretation.

It is also essential to recognise that cultural exchange in the region did not flow in
only one direction. Chinese political and cultural influences were prominent in the northern
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areas of Southeast Asia, Islamic networks reshaped coastal communities engaged in trade and
European colonial rule later introduced new systems of administration, religion and economic
organisation. As a result, some parts of the region, including northern Vietnam, sections of
the Philippines and areas of the eastern Indonesian islands, developed historical pathways
that differed from the Hindu Buddhist influenced regions identified by earlier scholars
(Andaya and Andaya 2015). Taken together, the historical record reveals a complex and
layered process of interaction in which acceptance, modification and resistance all played
important roles. The cultural landscape of Southeast Asia therefore cannot be traced to any
single origin but emerges from a long history of diverse encounters and creative adaptation.
Literary and Cultural Memory in India—Southeast Asia Relations :

The long standing cultural and historical links that connect India with Southeast Asia
are widely acknowledged. The close physical distance between the two regions, together with
the considerable natural and commercial wealth found in Southeast Asia, has for centuries
drawn Indian traders, migrants and religious teachers to its shores. As Mishra (2021) notes,
these interactions were not occasional or accidental but formed part of a consistent pattern of
engagement. Moving beyond narrow explanations that view early contacts as limited or
episodic, scholars such as G Coedes (1968) have argued that the movement of Indian ideas
became deeply embedded within Southeast Asian societies. Coedes maintained that
commerce rather than force served as the principal channel through which Indian influence
spread. The lively trading routes that linked India with the wider region created the
environment in which Indian religious traditions, concepts of kingship and the Sanskrit based
literary and ritual corpus were carried, adapted and eventually integrated into local political
and cultural settings. In his view, these processes contributed to what some scholars have
labeled the “Hinduized states of the Far East” (cited in Andaya and Andaya 2015).!

The material record provides strong testimony to the long standing connections
between India and Southeast Asia. Grand structures such as Angkor Wat in present day
Cambodia and Borobudur in Indonesia, along with a wide range of local customs and
ceremonial practices, reveal the depth and continuity of Indian cultural influence across the
region. Literary sources from the South Asian tradition also point to early knowledge of
eastern territories. Works like the Ramayana and Pali texts including the Niddesa refer to
distant lands wusing names such as Suvarnabhumi, Suvarnadvipa, Narikeladvipa,
Karpuradvipa and Yavadvipa, all of which evoke images of prosperous and resource rich
islands in the wider maritime world of the East. As Mishra (2021) observes, these references
demonstrate that the idea of Southeast Asia was firmly present in the South Asian
imagination long before the emergence of formal diplomatic or commercial structures. This
literary and material evidence helped fuel the notion, invoked by some historians, that Indian
migration, settlement, or even partial colonization contributed to the creation of a cultural
zone at times described as “Further India” or “Greater India” (Tarling, 1994).

Although scholars continue to debate the idea that Indianisation emerged from large
scale conquest or a form of early colonial rule, there is broad agreement that Indian cultural

!. For a more detailed examination of Coedés’ perspective on the Indianisation of Southeast Asia, see
Tarling. (ed.) (1994).
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and intellectual traditions left a deep imprint on several parts of Southeast Asia. Rulers and
societies in the region engaged actively with visitors and merchants from pre-modern South
Indian kingdoms, who brought with them a wide range of goods as well as ideas about
governance, religious practice and ceremonial authority. These influences were not imposed
in a uniform manner. Instead, local leaders selected and reshaped them in ways that supported
their own political aims, allowing Indian concepts and practices to take on distinctive
meanings within Southeast Asian settings. Beyond intra-Asian exchanges, the region also
served as an essential conduit for transcontinental commerce. By the first century CE, a
maritime trading system linked the Mediterranean world to East Asia, with India occupying a
central position on routes that ran from Rome and the Mediterranean through northern Africa,
across the Indian Ocean to the Indonesian archipelago, and onward to China (Hancock
2021:117). These fluid trade corridors facilitated not only the movement of commodities but
also the circulation of ideas, religious traditions, and artistic forms, bringing together people
of differing ethnicities and cultures. Because these interactions largely predate fixed modern
frontiers, political control tended to be dynastic and often ephemeral rather than territorially
permanent, and the absence of rigid cartographic boundaries helped sustain cross-regional
mobility and exchange. As Om Prakash notes, India’s pivotal role in these networks is
derived in large part from its intermediate geographical position between West Asia and the
regions of Southeast and East Asia (Om Prakash 1998:31).

Conclusion :

A nuanced evaluation of the historical ties between India and Southeast Asia reveals a
complex web of interactions that surpasses the simplistic civilizational narratives traditionally
applied. Although India’s cultural, religious, and commercial influences on Southeast Asia
are evident, the evidence presented here shows these influences were neither consistent nor
one-way. Rather, the region evolved through multiple layers of exchange, with Southeast
Asian societies actively shaping, adapting, and transforming external inputs to fit their unique
local contexts, political frameworks, and cosmological understandings.

Maritime networks were central to this connectivity. The Indian Ocean and Bay of
Bengal served as channels rather than obstacles, promoting movement, exchange, and mutual
dependence. The growth of maritime activity during the Chola period, Srivijaya’s
commercial prominence, and extensive spice trade networks illustrate India’s role within a
wider Afro-Eurasian economic system. India functioned not as a solitary source of
civilization but as part of a dynamic network where goods, technologies, religious specialists,
and political ideas flowed in multiple directions. The lack of fixed pre-modern borders further
enabled both elites and common people to navigate spaces that modern geopolitical
boundaries inadequately represent.

The debate surrounding the idea of Indianisation draws attention to the limits of
earlier interpretations that portrayed India as the primary force shaping the cultural landscape
of Southeast Asia. Although scholars such as Coedes emphasized the depth of Indic
influence, ranging from the use of Sanskrit in political life to the construction of monumental
sites like Angkor Wat and Borobudur, later studies show that these developments were far
from simple replicas of Indian models. Thinkers like Van Leur, who described Indianisation
as a ‘thin and fragile layer’, and Acharya, who stressed the idea of selective adoption,
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challenged the older belief that cultural change flowed in a single direction from India to
Southeast Asia (cited from Muni 2013).

Historical evidence makes it clear that rulers and elites in Southeast Asia carefully
chose and adapted Indian ideas to strengthen their authority, refine governance, and bring
together diverse communities. In this sense, Indian influence did not function as a rigid
civilizational blueprint but rather as a flexible body of ideas that local leaders reshaped to suit
their own political and cultural needs. It is also important to understand that the presence of
Indian ideas in Southeast Asia existed alongside other significant external currents that
shaped the region. Chinese administrative practices influenced many kingdoms in the
northern areas, while the spread of Islam from the thirteenth century brought major changes
to coastal societies. Later, European colonial expansion introduced new economic patterns
and political systems that continue to leave their mark today. These overlapping waves of
influence make it clear that Southeast Asia was never simply an extension of India. Instead, it
functioned as a vibrant meeting place where many cultural, political and religious traditions
interacted, blended, and at times contested one another.

Seen across a broad historical continuum, contemporary frameworks such as the Act
East policies are less about forging entirely new linkages and more about reactivating
enduring currents of engagement between India and Southeast Asia. Yet, relying solely on
civilizational narratives without accounting for the region’s deeply plural and internally
diverse past can lead to reductive interpretations. A more rigorous approach one that
foregrounds local agency, recognizes the multidirectional nature of exchanges, and
appreciates the fluid, non-static spatial configurations of the pre-modern world provides a
strong foundation for understanding today’s Indo-Pacific dynamics. In essence, the regions
past underscores that connectivity has always been a reciprocal, evolving, and co-created
phenomenon rather than a one-sided projection of influence.
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ABSTRACT

The ancient manuscripts of Tripura written in Kokborok, Sanskrit, and Bengali,
reveal its spiritual and cultural heritage, including Tantric texts, folk deities, and animistic
traditions. Manikya rulers introduced Brahmin scholars and some manuscripts are lost.
Rajamala is a historical text in Tripura, written during Maharaja Dhanya Manikin’s reign. It
outlines the royal dynasty, cultural evolution, and political history of the region. Tripura
Burariji is a historical record detailing the relations between the Tripura Kingdom and the
Ahom Dynasty of Assam. It records wars, diplomacy and alliances between the two rulers
and is part of the Buranji tradition. Tripurasundari a central religious and cultural practice
in Tripura is rooted in Tantric Shaktism. Kokborok the Tripuri people’s language is mostly
oral but some texts exist in Bengali and Roman scripts. These include religious rituals,
festivals etc. This paper focuses on the Tripura’s Manuscripts: A study Through History,

Religion, and language.

Keywords : Tripura, Manuscripts, Rajamald, Kokborok, Burariji, Assam.

Introduction :

Tripura is a small state in the northeastern region of India. Enlightened monarchs of
Tripura, inspired by humanist and progressive ideas, took steps to eradicate social evils and
improve the condition of their people. They recognized that education was a key tool for
societal transformation. Covering an area of 10,477 sq. km, Tripura is the second most
populous state in Northeast India, after Assam. The state is home to nineteen tribal
communities, including the Tripuris, Noatias, Jamatias, Reangs, Chakmas, Halams, Garos,
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Kukis, Lushais, Mogs, Oraons, Santhals, Uchains, Khasis, Bhils, Lepchas, Bhutias, and
Chaimalis. Historically, the Tripuris formed the majority before independence. While
Hinduism influenced their tribal religious practices, many pre-Hindu rituals and traditions
were preserved under the patronage of the Tripura Rajas. However, rigid social customs and
superstitions persisted among these tribes. !

In recent years, historians have been studying history from different angles, making
research more detailed and diverse. This has caught the attention of modern scholars. Many
documents and manuscripts about Tripura have already been studied or are being examined
by researchers. However, it is important to revisit these documents with a fresh perspective
and search for new manuscripts to uncover missing pieces of the region’s history. 2
Rajamala Manuscript :

The Rajamala, or the chronicles of the Tripura royal family, holds a significant place
in the history of Tripura. It is believed to have been composed during the reign of Dharma
Manikya (1431 AD) by two Brahmin scholars, Sukreswar and Baneshwar. However, the
oldest versions of Rajamala written by them are rare, and scholars often debate the opinions
of Kailash Chandra Singha on this subject.’ It is essential to study his work carefully to avoid
unnecessary controversies.

Another editor of Rajamala, Kali Prasanna Sengupta, mentioned that lost manuscripts
of Rajamala were discovered at Ujirbari, Agartala, after the death of Birchandra Manikya. He
also noted that Sri Rgjamalda was compiled six times. * Regardless of different versions, the
historical value of Rajamala remains undisputed. Scholar Rama Prasad Dutta discovered four
manuscripts from the Rajamala office in Tripura, along with three other historical texts:
Krishnamala, Champak Vijaya, and Gazinama.>
Tripura Buraiji :

The history of Northeast India is closely linked to an important document called the
Buranjis. These historical records are highly valuable. One such document, the Tripura
Burariji, also known as Tripura Deser Kathar Lekha, provides crucial information about the
region’s past. The Tripura Burariji was written by Ratna Kandali and Arjundas Kataki. It was
edited by S.K. Bhuyan and published in 1990 by the Department of Historical and
Antiquarian Studies in Gauhati. In the introduction, S.K. Bhuyan mentions that this Burariji
was reproduced from an old manuscript kept in the British Museum, London. A photocopy of
it was obtained in January 1936, thanks to Dr. Lionel D. Barnett, who was the keeper of
Oriental Books and Manuscripts at that time.

The Tripura Buranji is an important source for understanding the relationship
between Assam and Tripura, as well as their interactions with the Nawab of Bengal during
the reign of Maharaja Rudra Singha of Assam and Ratna Manikya of Tripura. It is interesting
to note that Assam and Tripura developed diplomatic ties, and the document describes how

. Census of India, 1961, xxvi, Tripura, prt. V-A

. Podder, S., History of Tripura: As Reflected in the Manuscripts, p.1
. Dutta, Ramaprasad., Tripurar Prachin Punthi, p. 8,

. Sengupta, Kali Prasanna., Sri Ra@jamala, p.2

. Dutta, Ramaprasad., Tripurar Prdachin Pirva Katha, p. 24.
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Ratna Kandali and Arun Das Kataki played key roles behind the scenes in shaping these
relations. !
Kokborok Manuscript :

Kokborok is the language of the major tribal communities in Tripura. It has a rich
tradition of folk literature, including many folk tales and songs. These stories and songs have
been passed down orally from generation to generation. In the past, Kokborok folk songs
were created and sung orally by the people. However, they were never written down or
published. Today, some researchers are collecting and publishing these folk tales and songs.

The reason these stories and songs were not written down earlier is that tribal
communities did not have access to education in the past. The Royal administration of
Tripura started focusing on tribal education only in the late 19th century. In 1892, official
records mentioned that the number of schools was very low, and very few students were
enrolled compared to the total population. Except for the capital, most areas were inhabited
by underprivileged communities. Because of this, people did not feel the need for higher
education. The administration suggested opening more schools i.e., Pathshalas in a planned
way to improve the situation.

Despite the lack of written records, there are some references to old literature in
Kokborok that were created under royal patronage. One important mention is of the
Rajamala, the historical chronicle of the Tripura dynasty. It was originally written in
Kokborok by Durlabendra Chantai. Later, during the rule of King Dharma Manikya (1431—
1462 AD), two Brahmin scholars, Sukreswar and Baneswar, translated it into Bengali.
However, the original Kokborok manuscript of the Rajamala is missing.”

Another important manuscript in Kokborok is Sirya Pujar Khonaimani i.e., Worship
of the Sun God. Researcher Santimoy Chakraborty mentioned this in his book Kok-boroker
Utsa Sandhane (2000). This manuscript is now preserved in the Agartala Museum. It
contains mantras i.e., incantations for the Sun God and other deities worshipped by the tribal
people. The manuscript consists of 40 verses, each with 8 lines. Chakraborty believes this is
the oldest Kokborok manuscript, possibly written around 590 AD. It was copied several times
during the reigns of different kings. A verse in the manuscript mentions that Krishna Ballav
Deb Sarmano last transcribed it in 1699 AD, during the rule of King Mahendra Manikya.
Another person, Shri Durgaprasad Narayan Tripur, was the last known caretaker of the
manuscript. However, the original writer of these mantras is unknown. More research is
needed to determine its exact history.

Another significant reference to Kokborok literature is found in official records from
1876. In that year, T.E. Coxhead, a British political officer in Hill Tripura, wrote in his
annual report that Prince Radhakishore Manikya was compiling a Tripura vocabulary. He
noted that the prince was fluent in the local tribal language and hoped that his work would be
of scientific importance. The following year (1877), another officer, C.W. Bolton, confirmed

'. Bhuyan. S. K. Tripura Buraiiji, Intro. Pp. 7-10
2. Podder, S., History of Tripura: As Reflected in the Manuscripts, Pp.83
e
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that the prince was still working on a Tri-Bengali dictionary. Unfortunately, this dictionary
was never published, and its manuscript has not been found.!

The first known attempt to write a Kokborok grammar was made by Doulat
Ahammad. He wrote a grammar book titled Kokborma am Tripura-vyakarana, which was
published in 1897/1899 AD. Later, he wrote another grammar book called Kokma Kalai, but
this was not published. In 1970, his youngest son, Nehar Uddin Ahammad, discovered the
manuscript of Kokma Kalai in their ancestral home at Kulubari, Sonamura. The manuscript
was damaged; the cover and the first four pages were missing, and pages 5-10 were torn. It
contained seven chapters, with the seventh chapter discussing poems and prose. Only three
Kokborok poems were found in the surviving portion, but they were partly illegible and
damaged. It is believed that the lost pages may have contained folk tales and stories. Finally,
the Kokma Kalai manuscript was published in 2007 by Hachukani Khorarm Publishers,
Agartala, under the editing of Naresh Ch. Dev Varma.

Status Report of the Manuscript Resource & Conservation Centre :

According to the previous pre-survey conducted in 2006 by the Government of
Tripura, a total of 567 manuscripts were found from different parts of Tripura. Among these,
250 manuscripts are in the custody of Hare Krishna Acharjee of Udaipur, South Tripura
(individual repository). During the post-survey conducted by the Manuscript Resource Centre
(MRC) and the Manuscript Conservation Centre (MCC) of Tripura University, approximately
500 new manuscripts have been discovered so far in areas such as West Tripura, South
Tripura, North Tripura, Gomati, Unakoti, Dharmanagar, Khowai, Sabroom, and other parts of
Tripura. The post-survey is still ongoing.

A vast collection of manuscripts has been traced in locations such as Shilachari and
Manubankul in Sabroom, Kailasahar, Damchara, Kanchanpur, Machmara, Pencharthal in
North Tripura, and Unakoti, Kamalpur, and Khowai. These collections have already been
identified by the MRC and MCC of Tripura University. Additionally, a significant collection
of Manipuri manuscripts is in the custody of Sri Gobinda Banerjee of Khowai, Sri Ramgopal
Sinha of Chechuria, and Sri Bijoy Sharma of Bishalgarh. There is also a substantial collection
of Mog manuscripts found in Manu Bankul, Shilachari, Satchand, and Shantirbazar in South
Tripura District.

The MRC and MCC are planning to organize an awareness programme in Dhamma
Dipa and Manu Bankul shortly. Additionally, a large collection of Chakma manuscripts has
been discovered in Pencharthal, Damchara, Nalkata, Panisagar, Kanchanpur in Unakoti, and
North Tripura District during awareness programmes. Rajib Chandra Paul, a research scholar
from the Department of Bengali, Kamalpur, Dhalai District, also has a notable collection of
manuscripts. L. Leisam Sharma, a research scholar from Assam University, Silchar, has a
large collection of Manipuri manuscripts from Kailasahar, Unakoti.

The MRC and MCC have also taken initiatives to preserve old, rare books,
documents, and manuscripts from temples and other institutions in Tripura, which are
currently under the custody of the District Magistrate and Collector. Furthermore, the Centre

'. Podder, S., History of Tripura : As Reflected in the Manuscripts, Pp. 84-86
2. Cf.,, Naresh Ch. Dev Varma. Kokborma am Tripura-vyakarana, Intro. Pp.9-10
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has taken steps to preserve important documents from the Princely State, including
manuscripts, rare books, paintings, coins, and, most notably, letters from Rabindranath
Tagore, which are in the custody of the Royal Family of Tripura. The Royal Family has
graciously accepted the Centre’s proposals to preserve these valuable items. In the near
future, the MRC and MCC, in collaboration with the Royal Family, will jointly organize an
exhibition of these items at the Rajbari premises.

Performance of the MRC, Tripura University :

The Manuscript Research Centre (MRC) has taken up the task of documenting the
precious documentary heritage of Tripura. The manuscripts found so far are mostly written in
Bengali and Sanskrit scripts. Recently, a significant number of Mog and Chakma
manuscripts, written in Brahmi and Chakma scripts, have been discovered in the Sabroom
and Pencharthal areas, respectively. Since its inception, the MRC has been highly active in
survey and documentation work. It has cataloged and documented a massive number of
manuscripts. Cataloguing and documentation of manuscripts in different languages, such as
Meitei, Burmese, Mog, and other tribal languages, will begin shortly. The MRC is also
responsible for listing manuscripts using the data sheets supplied by the National Mission for
Manuscripts (NMM) and preparing an accession catalogue. Additionally, the MRC is
overseeing the post-survey programme across all eight districts of Tripura and preparing a
national register for manuscripts. The survey is still ongoing in all districts. The MRC has
conducted surveys in the Government Museum, State Archives, M.B.B. College, Khumulwng
TTAADC Library, private libraries, and personal collections such as Ramaprasada
Gavesanagara and Rajendra Kirtisala in Tripura. The MRC has carried out extensive
communication programmes in the state to disseminate information about the mission's
activities. These have included workshops, seminars, lectures, awareness programmes, and
publicity campaigns aimed at educating the public about the importance of manuscripts as
valuable sources of history and culture. These initiatives have received a positive response
from the general public, which has made it easier for surveyors to travel to remote areas and
document manuscripts hidden in these regions. The MRC has already installed the E-
Granthavali software for the documentation of manuscripts, converting the information into
electronic formats and submitting it to the NMM database on CD for broader access.
Performance of the MCC, Tripura University :

Tripura University began functioning as the Manuscript Conservation Centre (MCC)
in March 2011. The MCC is primarily involved in preventive conservation and aims to create
a conservation nucleus in the state of Tripura. A small conservation laboratory has been set
up with basic infrastructure and chemicals. The MCC has undertaken preventive conservation
efforts in three institutions: the Tripura Government Museum, Maharaja Bir Bikram College,
and the Tripura State Archives. The MCC has also carried out preventive conservation at the
privately owned research centres "Ramaprasad Gabeshanagar" and "Rajendra Kirtishala." In
addition, the MCC has done preventive and curative conservation of manuscripts in other
areas where manuscripts are found. The MCC has started conserving rare collections of
books that are more than 100 years old. The centre has a four-member team dedicated to
conservation activities. It has a good collection of paper manuscripts, which are in excellent
condition and stored properly. To date, the MCC has provided preventive care to nearly 800
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manuscripts. These manuscripts are mostly written in Sanskrit, Bengali, Chakma, and Mog
scripts. The MCC has documented more than 500 manuscripts on various subjects, including
Ayurveda, Tantra/Mantra, Jyotisha, Pujavidhi, drama, and medicine. The majority of these
manuscripts are written in the medieval Bengali script. The MCC has undertaken the task of
documenting the documentary heritage of Tripura, with a focus on the eight districts. This
includes cataloguing manuscripts on various subjects such as astrology, history, literature,
and medicine, written in ancient and medieval Bengali and Sanskrit scripts. Recently,
manuscripts in Chakma and Mog scripts have also been discovered. The primary role of the
MCC is to create a conservation nucleus in Tripura and preserve these age-old, valuable
manuscripts. Awareness and publicity programmes in various districts have yielded good
responses from the public, making it easier for surveyors to document manuscripts hidden in
remote areas. The MCC has also carried out extensive communication programmes and is
planning to start awareness campaigns in schools across the state.’

Conclusion :

From the above discussion, it is evident that Tripura’s historical documents,
manuscripts, and administrative records offer a comprehensive understanding of its past.
Future research, particularly under the Manuscript Research and Conservation Centre,
Tripura University, has the potential to redefine Tripura’s historiography and uncover new
dimensions of its history. Therefore, studies focusing on the history, religion, and language of
Tripura are proposed to be conducted in this regard.
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!, TG SR (205Y), ORCSF AMIEE STwE
’. India 2016- Publication Division, Govt. of India
. IR, wfEm (2020), SRCSH A L
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'. Aparna Pallavi. The Gond Kingdoms.
?, Prasad, N. Land and People of Tribal Bihar.
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', 1R, afEE. (2020), ORCSR TG AN

2, Perialwar, R. Phonology of Irula with Vocabulary.
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2, Nandini, Sundar. The Scheduled tribes and their India: politics, identities, policies and work
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TS @S FerE FeNd 97 ATANT T fofe Feq qfoe 23z |
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G [eaend TN Y e R (WHO)-97 Je©, FIFF 99 G938 I AHE,
FASE GI2 AP JFO] OGS | WYAF NG FAAE 57, Goan, 40 T 4 I
T TE TCRCR I 92 SIS TT AT QB e Neame, [eere Jee we
TVTE T FeTTCAT G GFG FIIFT 7% (TS T 1 TNFG, TGFCE, G FHFEIG
ST TGS A A qfeRe ! yie 39 [GAees JAw W Py FEaes ©f B
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AN - -G, AHIAS, RV, S, WCE, JHOT, TAFAZ |

‘Health’ @F JieeT aifo*iw =e F1FY | TR T IWE AR foF T© IR | TS
N PR FCFPA (ARG FOTO! o1 T W1 AR O IS (N, AFG TEF
e, TAEE @qe ANGE o7 (F@2 @OE WL O AFE A2 AN A T
GG AFEA @0 alfotaiy Fel, M O=kF], AACS AR A} F90F, AR biof A
e - @IRE FFYE Teee | [ Y [P (WHO) efsfams st [Rega swve 31
oIS 10w FTe FCE AR | d58b: AE O A FFF ALWIR© I RE | O TS -
“Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely
the absence of disease or infirmity.” i FF T AW AREE, TEHE @ AWifG
FFoR 2 AT @R vy *NAEE TFOR TPAAE SR o Mo T 1 Sdby AE (WHO)
TR TR FH S FACe (10 S - “Health is, therefore, seen as a resource for
everyday life, not the objective of living. Health is a positive concept emphasizing
social and personal resources, as well as physical capacities.”” @<fi}, FIZF @NWR
ASIZF QT AWM WOl MACS TE, QR o9 R T 31 e @b 3feans
el T ANES FF @92 fwers Tafea Axneif s wwer T o o [
FAE AfEFe W @ 2N e ¥y M Ifere aaol sRiw 9R6dr AFeEs Aefed AN
TZ AT 7 FFY S0 018 WeTwl | T FICFR A= e e e =iieas
T A2 B AR A2 FIE FHCAT TG |

HIC @ WCOR G AFeemae forel w1 for wlarea wrgyes foxeng @i
FEACK | I TP FEADMH AL AFECOW S I A - T - S, ¥ T, Q. AGAF
[, ©, ANMGT FFY, 8, TygoT® Fg I SCIHAE (2e1R, ¢DfeT Fgy A g
@Y, Y AT FY A TEENFE (@@, Q@S FF x| Ae e W FFR
O3 (oMd [AE Torew AR, WEee MRS, e 8 ANEe ewie R I |
AT FEy 20N AN W, WvAel ¢ wieeivlel Feg Wals | @ F1 fowl 3, I owges
IR 932 GRAE ARDEAN FACO (@G qHI FE - 9AI2 GO AR T T
TGS |

!, https://www.who.int/about/accountability/governance/constitution
2, https://www.who.int/teams/health-promotion/enhanced-wellbeing/first-global-conference
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