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Abstract:
The role of teachers is not confined within the teacher, student and the

curriculum. The learner, now, is active and participating and is exposed to a world of fast
changing information, ideas and innovations through various media. To make learning
effective, the teacher has to organize various learning communities around the learner
and facilitate them to bring out optimum learning. Learning communities connect people,
organizations, and systems across boundaries towards a common goal of effective
learning. The role of teacher is more significant when learning communities are
characterized by multi-dimensional diversity-language, topographical features, religion,
ethnicity, culture and others, as in the case of Assam. The NEP 2020 has stated the
significance of the vibrant, caring and inclusive communities of teachers, students,
parents, principals and support staff for effective learning. Keeping in view the
significance of building learning communitiesof learners, parents, community, peers,
educational leaders, government, web resources for effective learning, the present paper
endeavors at modeling the role of teacher in it in the context of Assam.

o o |

Keywords: Teachers, Learning Communities, NEP 2020
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Introduction: ‘
There is a huge difference between the educational situations at present and in

the 1980s, when the last educational policy was formulated in India. The present age is
characterized by knowledge explosion and revolution of Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT). The integration of ICT in the field of education has
broughtenormous changes in the very nature of the learning environment. This is s.o
much so that some laymen do not hesitate to question the role and position of teachers in
the educational scenario. Though it is for sure that technology can never repl«::tce .the
teacher, it is also true that many traditional methods or approaches of communlcatlng,
learning or doing things have changed. Another characteristic featur.e is that t.he leamelzkl:
exposed to a much diverse learning environment than earlier. Partlcularly,.m place
Assam, where multi-dimensional diversity exists—language, geographICfil fea““:es’
religion, ethnicity, culture and lot more.At present, the promotion of effective leam;g
does not delimit only to ensuring a satisfactory relationship between teachers
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ace to reflect and share their ju .
l ;s OF experienc Judgements and uncertajng ME together in a safe
share ideas or experiences to collectively improye” es abou

community is a group of like-minded people who
hared goals by sharing ideas, beliefs, experiences
‘or others without any biasness.Learning communiti

people to align around a shared goal, They conne

€s provide a space and a structure f
or
across boundaries towards

Ct people organizati
’ tions,
a common goal of effective learning. These o i

cnable participants to share results and learn from each other. th e communities
ability to fichieve rapid yet significant progress. It is based 0;1 t::e by improving their
expertise m'everyone. Any learning community is characterized byfitrmfl that there is
in the participants of learning communities; participants having a better Z:;ty (ﬂmss)
the context of the learner; focus on active learning that is experimental ";';‘S;a‘}dllllg of
engaging participants in a process of self-reflection and self-discovery.The Tm

communities may be of the parents, peers, community resource persons, educational
leaders, web resources, etc. :

The NEP 2020 has very well documented the role of the teacher in the 21*
century. It has emphasized on overhauling the service environment and culture of schools
to ensure that they are part of vibrant, caring and inclusive communities of teachers,

students, parents, principals and support staff which in turn, will optimize learning.
Significance of the Study:

At a time when knowledge and technology are blooming, the teacher is
<ometimes in doldrums as to what role is to be played by him/her to bring out effective
learning outcome. The role of teachers in the process of learning has changed with time.
It is not confined within the teacher, student and the curriculum. It is not limited to a
class of one hour for few prescribed units sitting within a walled-classroom. The world of
knowledge, ideas, exploration, discovery, intuition, self-learning is open for the students.
Bottery (2006) writes that the ability to learn continuously is a necessity in an
environment where human knowledge, imagination and creativity are the key ingredients
of a global economy. This has brought changes in the characteristics of the learner. 'l‘he
learner, now, is active and participating and is exposed to a world of fast changing

information, ideas and innovations through various media. Assam is a pl?ce ‘"h“;:
almost every classroom is characterized by multi-cultural feam.ms. So there is a lot

the students to learn from different learning communities—family, peers, \:.veb m
covernment, among the students from themselves, apart ff"m loarhing i a8
textbooks and the teachers. To make learning effeotive; ISKENE coml:l;“md for the
incorporated in the teaching-learning process. The resources are to.fy o Ghilh
betterment of the learners. It is important t0 un'derstand and ;;:?e;rner " 4 facilitate
teachers in organizing various learning communities around



aming. Also, it |

o i g 1H1s evident from ¢
on lcarnmg com iti .
: Munities ip P
O Jectives of the Study; e
:" € present Study |5 undertaken
© 1O study (he Impo
. rance of learnin
| & Communities for enha
Mplemen NEP in the context of Assam i Ieam'"g s
: | ;
SPecify the role of teachers in Creating and coordj

hing-leamin i
. & Process for the im lementation
Review of Relateq Literature: i —

Researches have bee

. It has also beep studied for particular subjects like mathematics and politicy
Science as we|] as for the early childhood education and teacher education, Cynthig

(2019) also found that teachers’ participation in a mathematics networked legp

. . | . ing
COmmunity made g difference in their classroom teachi

introductory political science classes. Summer and summer (2014) have talked about
creating a family learning community for education of the young children, According 1o
them, when working together as equal partners, families and teachers come to know and
support children more deeply, allowing families, teachers, and children to create
meaningful learning opportunities at school and at home. Ansari, Khan, Ahmad ang
Suhail (2012) reflected on the possibilities of the qualitative improvement of teacher’s
withthe help of establishing  virtual  professional learning  communities
(VPLC.)Thepresent article will also explore the role of tools that makes Virtual
communitypossible, and whether these (tools) can be useful for betterment of
teachereducation. Bullough and Baugh (2008) described work being done within the
Brigham Young University (BYU)-Public School Partnership to create lean.u-ng
communities. The partnership- wide aim is to provide educators i_ncrea-sed opportunities
to study and engage in reflection on issues and‘ questions of genuine personal and
professional importance and to support their collective efforts at I'E:'I'IEWEL ‘ -
Positive impact on learning has been found on studies on online learning
communities, collaboration through blogging. Edmondson (2012) prﬂs:;:ptectlh thte ﬂ?:tgcrr;mu;
of the Digital Learning Communities project. It led the students to rea 1z‘e a ¥
ould accomplish more than an individual in terms of team work, reaching the %{03 b
;eveloping appreciative attitude towards each other’s contributions. Ke and Hoadley

Page 184
e ———————————————

Education and Society (Special Issue) February 2023, UGC CARE Listed Journal, 1SSN 2278-6864




(2009) recommended a comprehensive, on
clusters of indicators, or syndromes, of parti
and examining the causal relation assumeq
and the success of OLC as an imputed outco

influence on collaboration.
But due to various reasons, this much needed

adequately in _the Indian educational field. It is apparent from the studies th i

research gap in terms of using learning communities in the education:: ﬁt:ltltlil:r:nji:

p;micularly in Assam. Therefore, the present study is designed to study its importan
ce

and the role played by the teacher in implementing learning communities approach in th
teaching-learning process. P S

Methodology:

approach has not been studied

The study is based on descriptive analysis of data collected from secondary
sources.

Discussion:
Importance of Learning Communities in the Context of Assam:

Field (2003) emphasizes the need to create social networks where people
working together to achieve aims each could not achieve on their own. It is proved that
effective learning is the result of the collaborative efforts of all stakeholders including the
government. The centrality of relationship of the learner with others, such as the
teachers, parents, community, web resources and the government and building learning
communities are of great significance.The present digital environment and technologies
bring a new opportunity in this regard and provides enough scope for working
collaboratively where the learners, teachers, parents, community, and government come
together as co-constructors of knowledge with the vision to build a learning community.

Education is now a 24x7 activity with the advancements in ICT. Education no
longer remains only in the classroom now it is now being spread all around in accessible
points to all through digital platforms. So, the participation of teac-hers, students, parents
and government in this regard is very important and decisive. Mulu-le-vel‘collaboratlon n
the pedagogical field for knowledge acquisition and knowledge creation Is nOW the order
of the day. Further, education and development go side by side, It influences sach Oﬂ:::;
say, pedagogy does not mean only the transaction of knowledge inside th_e cla;usx:;n:l s
it also needs to take care of children’s health, and their mental ?VEIl-belﬂ.g- Ay < ;eed
the consideration of local, national and global issues inthe RAchE l:ﬂﬁi;ci;:;e the
10 be a strong learning community who, by collaboratYE appm‘:h,fnlgtlowledse creation.
knowledge acquisition of children but also generates the c'_“mr:ozm unity is the need of
So, establishing a learning environment by building a .leaml:ls llaboration but also helps
hour in the field of education. It not only ensures multi-lovel €0
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in the development of intellectual and social capital—the two essential ingredients of the

knowledge economy. "y -
Assam is a hugely heterogeneous state not only in terms o topography,

biodiversity, language, ethnicity and religion but also in terms of socio-ec?nOmic and
political ;1;pcc!s. his diversity is both a boon as Wt:“. as a cha-llf:nge In terms of
educational environment. It poses challenge for the educational administrators, teachers,
and the learners themselves as inclusivity is to be taken care of in such multi-dimensiona]
diverse environment. But it is an opportunity to learn from diverse resources as well.So,
while modeling a teaching-learning system for implementation in Assam, its
characteristic t‘f:Eitur& of heterogeneity has to be accounted for and better, utilize it for
enhancing learning. To meet the needs that come out of this heterogeneity in the field of
educaliunL may be successfully addressed through contextually developed community
ecology.

Development of learning communities shows the way to implementation of the
principles and practices recommended in the National Education Policy, 2020. It will
help in providing experiential learning (NEP 2020, 4.6) to the learners at all stages of
education which may include hands-on learning, arts-integrated and sports-integrated
education, story-telling-based pedagogy, skill-based education.

The NEP 2020 (4.11) stresses the importance of multilingualism in education. It
has highlighted that the medium of instruction until at least Grade 5, but preferably till
Grade 8 and beyond, will be the home language/mother tongue/local language/regional
language. Learning communities may be helpful in this regard in the sense that the
teachers, who are not well-versed in the local/lhome/regional language of any of the
learners, may take help from parent or family learning community.

The emphasis given on incorporating Indian knowledge system in the
curriculum by the NEP 2020 can be may be well implemented through the learning
community pedagogical approach. The indigenous knowledge system of varied Indian
cultures may be well-imparted through the learning community built with the parents and
other adults of the locality.

The NEP (5.10) states that creation of school complexes could go a long way
towards building vibrant learning communities of teachers. The teachers would get
opportunity for sharing best practices with each other, creating a more vibrant teacher
knowledge base and working collaboratively to ensure that all children are learning.
School complexes could also share counsellors, trained social workers, technical and
maintenance staff, etc. to further support teachers and help create an effective learning
environment.Building learning communities will also help in building larger
communities of schools, school leaders, teachers, students, supporting staff, parents, and
local citizens would energize and empower the schooling system. This would surely
ensure adequacy of resources—both material and human, ensure consolidated
development.

Role of Teachers in Creating and Coordinating Learning Communities:

A teacher no longer remains the only source of knowledge for students. Now,

knowledge can be obtained by learners from numerous sources at a click. As such, the
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mary focus of teaching-learning hgg bee
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ledge to constructing knowledge, fted p

resently from b
knoWw acilitator. Learning i The role of the teacher p nising
instructor 0 e o= Ng 1s now not confined in four as changed from
owledge Wwas traditionally transmitted by teachers be Walls of a clagsy

5

p : tude 00m where
-emained as the sole place of learning for studens, The nts. Classroom has pot

ma
nytime and through any means.The role of teacher ) Ty Saw leary from anywhere,

e . is all .
learning communities are characterized by multi'dimensil::a:m:;-e significant when
Iversity—lan

tOPM_JPI1icuIi"culun::;. religion, ethnicity, culture and others, as in th
s, ) ec
. Bringing the Players Together: The teacher is the ase of Assam.

N . common thr )
«takeholders of education. The teacher is in touch of the pare:: bt;twecn various
: , the community

arning communities of —learners,
ces, teachers can play the role of

resources, the governmental agencies. So, to build [e
reachers, parents, community resources, web resour
being pro-active to bring diverse t‘ner'nbers of the learning community together and to
lead them towards t%]e goal 'f’f achieving effective learning. The teacher has to identify
PC‘L‘F”_E' who have dlﬂ‘?"e“t lntere'st. and are contributors in different ways and then,
organize them as le'flmfﬂg communities. For instance, Summer and Summer (2014) says
that teachers can invite families to contribute their expertise and incorporate this
expertise into the curriculum.
« Making them aware of the Common Goal: It is important for the members of the
learning communities that they are aware of the shared common goal, i.e. bringing out
offective learning. It is apparent that all the stakeholders of education are in some or the
other way concerned about effective learning of their ward. But to make them aware that
it is a common goal and that it is easier and more effective when the card is played
collaboratively, is significant. The teacher plays a vital role in ensuring that the members
are aware of their common goal and that they work togetheras a community towards its
achievement.
« Building the Trust in Relationship: Trust is an important element when any task
involves collaboration. The teacher has to do the task of buildingthe trust in the
relationship among the members of the learning communities. A trusted space is to be
created where members can frankly put forward their opinions and doubts in order to
improve collectively. This can be done by maintaining frequent and transparent
communication among the members of the communities. .
* Ensuring that the Community Work is on Right Tra.ck: The teac_h.er also Pla::dne
role of an evaluator who has to ensure that the leamning COMMUIIES &€ W s
i ck For this, regular feedback is
towards the shared common goal and are on the right tra

t i holders.
0 be collected from different stake arris (2002) that if schools are t©

. o oted H -
* Teacher Leadership: Angelle (2011) qu o so with the leadership of a single

Operate as learning communities, then they cannot d A iy el
person or with a singular leadershipstrategy. [mplementing le

: . rship quality of the
be a kind of reform in the education system which mq:mss ::::akep q osibility of
teachers. They should be able to initiate and encoUrage reform resE

effective learning of the learners.
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Conclusion: _ _
The NEP 2020 has stated the significance of the vibrant, caring and inclusive

s. students, parents, principals and support staff for effective
iety of exposure for learning, advanced ICT
and the multicultural context of Assam, it is for sure that shift in the pedagogical
approach would bring effective learning outcomes. Based on the discussions above, it
that the use of learning communities s an apt way to bring effective learning

communities of teacher
learning.Considering the availability of var

can be said
in the educational scenario of Assam.
References:
1. Angelle,
communities. Counterpoints,

Teacher Education: A Reader, 101-108
M.. Khan. W.A., Ahmad, R. & Suhail (2012), Virtual professional learning
onal Journal of Information Science and 1

P.S. (2016). Teachers as leaders: Collaborative leadership for learning
466. Teacher Leadership: The ‘New’ Foundations of ;

2. Ansari,
communities’ forteachers’ enrichment. Internati

Education, 2(1), 1-11
3. Bottery. M. (2006).Education and globalization: Redefining the role of the educational \

professional, Educational Review, 58(1), 95-113 \
4. Bullough, R. V. & Baugh, S.C. (2008), Building professional learning communities |

within a university-public school partnership, Theory into Practice, 47(4), 286-293
5. Dodge, L. & Kendall, M.E. (2004), Learning communities. College Teaching, 52(4),

150-155
6. Edmondson, E. (2012). Wiki literature circles: Creating digital learning communities.

The English Journal, 101(4), 43-49
7. Field, J. (2003), Social Capital, Psychology Press
8. Huerta, J.C. (2004), Do learning communities make a difference? Political Science and

Politics, 37(2), 291-296.

9. Ke. F. & Hoadley, C. (2009), Evaluating online learning communities. Educational
Technology Research and Development, 57(4), 487-510

10. Kuo, Y., Belland, B. R. & Kuo, Y. (2017). Learning through blogging: Student’s
perspectives in collaborative blog-enhanced learning communities Journal of Educational
Technology & Society, 20(2), 37-50

11. Seto, C. (2019), Impact of teachers’ participation in networked learning community
on classroom practices In G. 12. Hine, S. Blackley, & A. Cooke (Eds.), Mathematics
Education Research: Impacting Practice (Proceedings of the 42™ annual conference of
the MathematicsEducation Research Group of Australasia) pp. 652-659. Perth: MERGA
13. Summer, M. & Summer, G. L. (2014), Preschool through primary grades: Creating
Family learning communities, Young Children, 69(4), 8-15

14. Wilson, L. & Lowe, T. (2019), The learning communities handbook. Newcastle
University: Economic & Social Research Council

Education and Society (Special lssue) February 2023, UGC CARE Listed Journal, ISSN 2278-6864 Page 188




